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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF 

PUBLIC  HEALTH, 

1930-1931. 


TO  THE  ASSISTANT  UNDER  SECRETARY,  HOME  SECRETARY’S  DEPARTMENT. 


Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  the  Minister’s  information  the  following  particulars 
regarding  the  work  carried  out  by  this  Department  during  the  twelve  months  ended  the  30th 
June,  1931,  as  well  as  my  comments  regarding  Public  Health  administration  for  the  State  of 
Queensland. 

The  following  vital  statistical  information  is  furnished  to  show  the  fluctuations  in  the 
rates  of  this  State  for  the  preceding  year  as  compared  with  the  one  under  review,  and  the 
analysis  of  the  various  rates  in  other  countries  of  white  races : — 

Crude  Birth  Rate. 


Country. 

Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Year. 

Queensland 

1929 

19-99 

1930 

New  South  Wales 

1929 

21-39 

1930 

Victoria 

1929 

19- 

1930 

South  Australia 

1929 

18-4 

1930 

Western  Australia 

1929 

22- 

1930 

Tasmania 

1929 

22-44 

1930 

Commonwealth 

1929 

20-31 

1930 

New  Zealand  . . 

1929 

19-01 

1930 

England  and  Wales  . . 

1928 

16-7 

1929 

Scotland 

1928 

19-8 

1929 

Irish  Free  State 

1928 

20- 

1929 

Canada 

1928 

24-5 

1929 

Birth  Rate. 


20-14 

20- 95 

18- 56 
17-19 

21- 98 

22- 11 
■  19-93 

Not  available 
16-3 

19- 
19-8 
24- 


Death  Rate. 


Country. 

Year. 

Death  Rate. 

Year. 

Death  Rate. 

Queensland 

1929 

8-98 

1930 

7-93 

New  South  Wales 

1929 

9-98 

1930 

8-53 

Victoria  .  . 

1929 

9-45 

1930 

8-94 

South  Australia 

1929 

8-7 

1930 

8-35 

Western  Australia 

1929 

9-55 

1930 

9-02 

Tasmania 

1929 

1017 

1930 

9- 

New  Zealand  .  . 

1929 

8-75 

1930 

Not  available 

England  and  Wales  . . 

1928 

11-7 

1929 

13-4 

Scotland 

1928 

13-3 

1929 

14-5 

Irish  Free  State 

1928 

14-1 

1929 

14-6 

Canada 

1928 

11-3 

1929  ■ 

11-6 

Rates  of  Infantile  Mortality 

in  Various  Countries. 

Death  Rate  per 

Death  Rate  per 

Country. 

Year. 

1,000  Birth3. 

Vear. 

1,000  Births. 

Queensland 

1929 

46-14 

1930 

40-23 

New  South  Wales 

1929 

56-44 

1930 

49-84 

Victoria 

1929 

47-23 

1930 

46-61 

South  Australia 

1929 

40-98 

1930 

48-38 

Western  Australia 

1929 

56-24 

1930 

46-74 

Tasmania 

1929 

53-16 

1930 

50-56 

New  Zealand  .  . 

1929 

34-06 

1930 

Not  available 

England  and  Wales  .  . 

1928 

65- 

1929 

74- 

Scotland 

1928 

86- 

1929 

87- 

Irish  Free  State 

1928 

70- 

1929 

70- 

Canada 

1928 

90- 

1929 

92- 
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COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES.  In  addition  tables  for  the  calendar  year  1930 

___  . .  .  . ,  ...  are  furnished  as  hereunder. 

The  monthly  incidence  ot  infectious  diseases 

throughout  the  State  is  shown  in  the  following  Statistical  information  is  also  supplied  for  the 
tables.  financial  years  1928-29,  1929-30,  and  1930-31. 


Communicable  Diseases  (Exclusive  of  Venereal  Diseases) — Metropolitan  Area — 1st  July,  1930,  to 

30th  June,  1931. 


Diseases. 

MONTHS. 

Totals. 

1930. 

1931. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June. 

1930-31. 

1929-30. 

1928-29. 

Anehylostomiasis  . . 

Bilharziasis 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

3 

.  , 

,  . 

3 

.  . 

.  . 

Cholera 

.  . 

.  . 

Diphtheria 

57 

31 

39 

37 

39 

40 

33 

29 

41 

75 

118 

iio 

658 

456 

653 

Dvsentry  . . 

1 

.  2 

1 

2 

6 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

4 

3 

Filariasis  . . 

2 

.  . 

Leprosy 

1 

, 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

Malaria 

2 

.  . 

Plague 

.  . 

.  , 

.  . 

Polio-Myelitis 

6 

10 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

18 

30 

49 

Relapsing  Fever  . . 

.  . 

.  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

i2 

26 

i6 

22 

22 

i9 

15 

7 

ii 

36 

32 

30 

248 

195 

190 

Smallpox  . . 

.  . 

Tuberculosis  ( Pul monary ) 

is 

i4 

k 

9 

k 

7 

15 

i9 

.  21 

10 

i2 

io 

ieo 

i69 

173 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

4 

3 

4 

6 

6 

2 

2 

1 

4 

34 

30 

30 

Tvphus  Fever 

.  , 

.  . 

.  . 

Yellow  Fever 

•• 

Totals 

90 

74 

75 

73 

80 

74 

69 

59 

79 

123 

169 

159 

1,124 

900 

1,109 

1929-30  Totals 

80 

56 

46 

71 

74 

64 

83 

55 

93 

90 

86 

102 

900 

•• 

•• 

The  Puerperal  Fever  figures  include  12  cases  of  Saprsemia,  Septicaemia,  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


(b)  Outside  Akeas. 


Diseases. 

Months. 

Totals. 

1930. 

1931. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June. 

1930-31. 

1929-30. 

1928-29. 

Anehylostomiasis  . . 

2 

1 

3 

15 

9 

Bilharziasis 

.  . 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

l 

1 

4 

11 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

81 

88 

90 

76 

65 

i22 

93 

68 

i02 

it>4 

270 

247 

1,466 

1,085 

l,i53 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

1 

4 

Filariasis  . . 

Leprosy 

:: 

6 

4 

Malaria 

3 

3 

8 

Plague 

.  . 

Polio-Myelitis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

12 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

16 

20 

22 

Relapsing  Fever  . . 

,  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

i7 

23 

29 

22 

28 

42 

53 

22 

50 

47 

51 

45 

429 

280 

417 

Smallpox  . . 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

20 

is 

i2 

8 

7 

i3 

21 

9 

21 

9 

9 

4 

ke 

219 

i  77 

Typhoid  Fever 

4 

4 

9 

5 

2 

6 

21 

33 

17 

10 

14 

9 

134 

182 

102 

Typhus  Fever 

Yellow  Fever 

•• 

•• 

Totals 

125 

129 

141 

113 

107 

187 

191 

134 

192 

230 

348 

305 

2,202 

1,824 

1,911 

1929-1930  Totals 

179 

136 

96 

126 

119 

171 

146 

142 

212 

~  234 

194 

154 

1,909 

•• 

•• 

Annual  Statement  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during  Calendar  Year  1930  (Metropolis). 


Diseases. 

Months. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

Anehylostomiasis 

Bilharziasis 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

26 

22 

50 

57 

54 

72 

57 

31 

39 

37 

39 

40 

524 

Dysentery 

3 

i 

4 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

i 

1 

2 

Filariasis 

1 

i 

2 

Leprosy  . . 

9 

1 

3 

Malaria 

1 

1 

Plague 

Polio-Myelitis 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

7 

9 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

22 

Relapsing  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

ii 

ii 

24 

is 

21 

21 

i2 

26 

ie 

22 

22 

i9 

220 

Smallpox  . . 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

31 

k 

i3 

k 

9 

7 

15 

k 

14 

9 

k 

7 

iei 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

3 

3 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

i 

4 

3 

4 

6 

36 

Typhus  Fever 

Y ellow  Fever  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 

:: 

Totals  . 

83 

55 

93 

90 

86 

102 

90 

74 

77 

73 

80 

73 

976 

Annual  Statement  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during  Calendar  Year  1930  (ex  Metropolis). 


months. 


Diseases. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Anchyiostomiasis 

Bilharziasis 

Cerebro-Spina  IMeningitis 

*  • 

0 

1 

“l 

”l 

•• 

■  ‘1 

g 

1 

•• 

10 

••  3 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

'59 

62 

123 

173 

iie 

107 

*  81 

*88 

’60 

TO 

65 

i22 

1,162 

Dysentery 

•  • 

*  * 

•  • 

"  I 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•  • 

•  • 

*  * 

*  * 

• » 

*  * 

Filariasis  . . 

.  . 

“l 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

'  ‘2 

•  • 

•  • 

Leprosy  . . 

Malaria  . . 

1 

*  * 

“l 

"1 

"e 

*  * 

1 

•  - 

5 

8 

•  • 

*  * 

Plague 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

*  * 

•  * 

3 

18 

Polio-Myelitis 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

”l 

"3 

'  '2 

*  *2 

‘  T 

1 

"l 

"l 

*  2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Relapsing  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

’50 

'40 

-55 

36 

'37 

‘is 

’i7 

23 

’29 

22 

'28 

42 

’397 

Smallpox 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 
Typhoid  Fever  . . 

’22 

6 

'20 

15 

22 

9 

'ii 

10 

’21 

15 

'io 

9 

'20 

4 

'i3 

4 

’i2 

9 

”8 

5 

*  *  7 

2 

'i3 

6 

‘is2 

94 

Typhus  Fever 

Yellow  Fever 

*  * 

*  * 

•  •  t 

•  • 

Totals 

•• 

145 

142 

,212 

234 

193 

152 

125 

129 

143 

113 

108 

187 

1,883 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis. 

In  the  month  of  March  of  this  year  a  case  of 
Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  was  reported.  The 
patient  was  one  of  85  boys  boarding  in  a  school 
in  the  city. 

The  day  scholars  were  sent  home  and  kept 
finder  observation,  the  school  closed,  and  all  con¬ 
tacts  post-nasally  swabbed.  A  few  days  later  a 
second  case  was  reported  in  a  day  school  with 
an  average  of  about  800  pupils.  In  this  case, 
too,  the  school  was  closed  for  seven  days  and 
the  usual  precautions  taken.  Ten  days  later  a 
third  case  was  reported  in  one  of  the  State 
schools. 

Unfortunately  two  of  the  above  patients  died. 

The  source  of  the  original  infection  could  not 
be  traced,  but  the  water  of  certain  public  baths 
used  by  the  scholars  was  under  suspicion.  The 
baths  were  closed  until  examination  tests  had 
been  carried  out,  after  which  they  were 
thoroughly  disinfected  before  re-use,  since  when 
no  further  cases  occurred. 


Diphtheria. 

In  the  communicable  diseases  section  diph¬ 
theria  continues  to  hold  the  highest  incidence, 
notifications  showing  a  definite  increase  of  37-83 
per  cent,  in  the  cases  for  the  year  1930-31  as 
compared  with  those  for  1929-30. 

This  year  the  disease  has  shown  several 
centres  of  epidemicity  in  widely  separated  areas 
of  the  State,  the  infection  spreading  outwards 
from  these  centres. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  1929-30  report 
the  Department  has  used  every  means  in  its 
power  t©  warn  the  component  Local  Authorities 
and  the  people  of  the  State  that  diphtheria  would 
reach  epidemic  proportions  this  year  and  that 
they  should  take  warning,  while  there  was  yet 
time,  to  have  'the  susceptible  members  of  the 
community  protected  by  immunisation  with 
anatoxin. 


Several  progressive  Local  Authorities,  realising 
the  advantages  from  a  health  point  of  view  as 
well  as  from  a  financial  standpoint  to  be  gained 
by  immunisation,  have  offered  immunisation  free 
to  the  people  in  their  respective  areas.  Also, 
among  the  more  thinking  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  it  is  obvious  that  the  Bundaberg  occur¬ 
rence  has  been  completely  understood,  and  that 
it  no  longer  forms  an  obstacle  to  immunisation. 

Unfortunately  in  certain  other  sections  of  the 
community  where  immunisation  is  generally  most 
needed,  there  still  lingers  a  suspicion  that  a 
similar  accident  could  recur.  To  overcome  this 
an  intensive  campaign  has  been  waged  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  by  means  of  public 
lectures  illustrated  by  the  cinematograph  and 
lantern  slides,  conferences  with  representatives 
of  the  people,  newspaper  articles,  pamphlets,  and 
actual  demonstrations  of  the  technique  of 
immunisation. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  several  areas  the 
measure  has  only  gained  way  when  an  outbreak 
of  diphtheria  has  occurred,  with  the  result  that 
a  great  deal  of  suffering  to  children  and  expense 
to  the  ratepayers  have  been  caused  from  the 
extensive  swabbing  and  subsequent  isolation  of 
carriers,  all  of  which  could  have  been  prevented. 
In  this  connection  it  has  been  the  custom  of  the 
Department  to  definitely  warn  the  public  that 
it  takes  three  months  at  least  before  definite 
immunity  is  established.  So  much  depends  on 
the  attitude  of  the  Local  Authorities  if  immuni¬ 
sation  is  to  be  successful.  They  are  the  leaders 
of  the  people  in  their  respective  areas,  and  only 
by  their  inception  of  an  organised  plan  for  its 
administration  in  their  territory  can  it  be  hoped 
that  this  safe  and  reliable  public  health  measure, 
which  has  been  in  use  in  many  countries  of 
Europe  and  in  America  for  several  years,  will 
be  adopted  throughout  the  State  of  Queensland. 
Some  Councils,  as  an  explanation  for  withhold¬ 
ing  their  support,  put  forward  the  plea  that 
their  respective  areas  have  been  free  from 
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diphtheria  for  some  time,  and  that  they 
do  not  fear  its  occurrence  in  consequence. 
By  this  freedom  from  the  disease  they 
do  not  realise  that  a  highly  susceptible 
community  lias  developed,  and  once  diph¬ 
theria  is  introduced  a  dangerous  epidemic 
must  ensue.  In  other  quarters  the  carrier  ques¬ 
tion  has  been  very  acute,  and  there  has  been  a 
great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  regarding  isolation 
of  carriers.  There  is  no  doubt  that  isolation  is 
an  expensive  preventive  measure,  especially  in 
case  of  large  epidemics ;  home  isolation  is  difficult 
to  procure  in  an  efficient  manner,  as  most  Queens¬ 
land  homes  are  quite  unsuitable.  On  the  other 
hand  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  efficacy  of  isolation 
in  limited  sporadic  outbreaks.  The  greater  the 
number  of  clinical  cases  of  diphtheria  the  greater 
will  be  the  number  of  carriers  resulting  there¬ 
from,  while  pari  passu  the  greater  the  number  of 
children  protected  by  immunisation  the  fewer 
must  be  the  cases  of  diphtheria,  and  consequently 
the  number  of  carriers  must  be  diminished. 

In  countries  where  the  people  have  been 
vaccinated  against  smallpox  this  disease  is  practi¬ 
cally  non-existent,  and  if  the  whole  child  popu¬ 
lation  of  Queensland  is  immunised  against 
diphtheria  this  disease  will  likewise  be  swept 
away  and  will  cease  to  occur,  provided  that 
immunisation  is  maintained  in  the  oncoming 
generations. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  measure  will  be 
adopted  voluntarily  as  compulsion  is  not  desired. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  such  important 
centres  as  Toowoomba,  Roma,  Maryborough, 
Grlengallan  Shire,  Burrum  Shire,  and  Noosa 
Shire  have  been  very  active  in  attempting  to 
popularise  this  method  in  their  areas. 

The  British  Medical  Association  has  set  its 
seal  of  approval  on  immunisation,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  all  members  of  the  medical 
profession  will  actively  adopt  it. 

The  Press,  too,  has  been  most  active  with 
its  valuable  support,  for  which  the  Department 
is  deeply  grateful. 

Dr.  J.  Grahame  Drew,  State  Health  Officer 
of  the  Department,  together  with  Dr.  St.  Vincent 
Welch,  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  have  visited  many  parts 
of  the  State  delivering  lectures  supported  by 
cinematograph  and  lantern  slides,  and  no  effort 
has  been  spared  to  bring  before  the  public  the 
value  of  immunisation.  Through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  I  am 
indebted  for  the  supplying  of  the  following  par¬ 
ticulars  regarding  immunisation  work  carried  out 
by  its  Medical  Branch  during  the  year : — 

Number  of  children  immunised  in  the 
Greater  Brisbane  area  . .  .  .  .  .  418 

Number  of  children  immunised  in-  country 
districts  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  420 

Now  that  a  start  has  been  successfully  made 
in  adopting  this  valuable  prophylactic  measure, 
the  beneficial  results  should  go  far  in  securing 
the  confidence  of  parents.  So  it  is  not  unreason¬ 
able  to  expect  that  from  now  on  the  number 


of  children  immunised  should  show  a  steady 
increase  throughout  the  State. 

Plague. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  for  several  years 
past  there  has  been  no  reappearance  of  plague 
in  this  State,  either  as  regards  man  or  rodents. 

Plague  being  ever  present  in  the  Eastern  ports 
and  liable  to  be  brought  to  our  shores  must  be 
recognised  as  a  potent  danger.  In  this  regard 
rat-proofing  at  ports  of  call  should  be  one  of 
the  chief  precautionary  measures  adopted  by 
Local  Authorities,  and,  although  expensive,  the 
work  is  recognised  by  all  health  authorities  as 
essential  in  combating  plague  and  safeguarding 
the  trading  community  against  heavy  expenses 
in  having  their  merchandise  debarred  from 
being  placed  on  the  market. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  the  Part-time  Medical  Officer 
in  charge  of  the  Metropolitan  Tuberculosis 
Bureau,  Dr.  Jefferis  Turner,  reports  as 
follows : — 

‘  ‘  The  following  patients  have  been  seen  by  me 
during  the  year One  patient  sent  to  Brisbane 
Hospital ;  eleven  patients  sent  to  Dalby  Sana¬ 
torium  ;  ten  patients  sent  to  Diamantina  Hos¬ 
pital  ;  twenty-eight  other  patients. 

“Of  these  36  were  seen  once,  5  twice,  3  three 
times,  1  four  times,  1  five  times,  2  six  times, 
1  seven  times,  and  1  ten  times.  ’  ’ 

The  total  number  of  cases  throughout  the 
State  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  reported  during 
the  year  amounted  to  160  as  against  169  for  the 
previous  year. 

Patients  are  admitted  to  the  sanatorium 
centres  at  Dalby  and  Westwood,  whilst  incur¬ 
able  eases  are  treated  at  the  Diamantina  Hospital- 

Patients  before  admission  to  the  Dalby  and 
Brisbane  sanatoria  are  examined  by  the  Part- 
time  Medical  Officer,  who  also  attends  to  such 
patients  when  detained  at  Diamantina  Hospital, 
whilst,  those  not  in  hospital  have  access  to  this 
officer  for  advice  and  treatment. 

Hookworm  Disease. 

The  hookworm  campaign  continues  to  function 
on  similar  lines  to  previous  years. 

During  the  period  under  review  hookworm 
surveys  were  carried  out  in  the  following 
areas Shires  of  Johnstone,  Cardwell,  Cairns, 
Fitzroy,  Livingstone,  Broadsound,  Pioneer,  and 
Sarin  a,  and  the  cities  of  Cairns,  Rockhampton, 
and  Mackay. 

After  completion  of  an  area  a  specially 
trained  nurse  is  left  to  supervise  and  complete 
treatment  and  so  prevent  any  falling-back  in 
results  obtained.  This  method  is  proving  a  suc¬ 
cess,  and  safeguards  the  expense  of  the  unit 
having  to  again  cover  the  same  ground. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  an  improved  co¬ 
operation  exists  between  the  Local  Authorities 
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and  the  Hookworm  Unit;  with  this  co-operation 
and  the  follow-up  work  by  the  resident  nurse  it 
is  hoped  to  bring  the  campaign  to  a  successful 
issue  within  the  next  year  or  two. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

For  the  purposes  of  “ The  Health  Acts,  1900 
to  1922,”  the  term  “Venereal  Disease”  is  taken 
to  mean  gonorrhoea,  primary  and  secondary 
syphilis,  soft  chancre,  venereal  warts,  and 
ulcerative  granuloma. 


Records  disclose  that  1,767  notifications  were 
received  during  the  fiscal  year  under  notice  in 
regard  to  persons  diagnosed  as  suffering  from 
venereal  disease,  215  of  which  were  duplicate 
forms,  the  persons  referred  to  having  changed 
their  medical  advisers,  who  notified  this  fact  as 
required  by  section  162  of  “The  Health  Acts, 
1900  to  1922.” 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  is  fully  dealt  with 
in  the  following  tables. 


Nature  of  Disease. 

New  Cases. 

Duplicate  Cases. 

Total  Patients  Notified 

Gonorrhoea — 

(a)  Metropolitan  area 

780  \ 

1,298 

68  \ 

159 

848  \ 

1,457 

(6)  Outside  areas  .  . 

518/ 

91/ 

609/ 

Syphilis — 

(a)  Metropolitan  area 

110  \ 

176 

17\ 

40 

1-7  \ 

216 

(6)  Outside  areas  . . 

66/ 

23 / 

89/ 

Secondary  Syphilis — 

(a)  Metropolitan  area 

25  \ 

30 

n 

2 

26  \ 

32 

(b)  Outside  areas  .  . 

5/ 

i/ 

6/ 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis — 

(a)  Metropolitan  area 

in 

19 

6 

25 

( b )  Outside  areas  .  . 

5/ 

4/ 

9/ 

Gonorrhoea  and  Secondary  Syphilis — 

(a)  Metropolitan  area 

«,  • 

n 

2 

•  n 

Nil 

n 

2 

(b)  Outside  areas  . . 

,  . 

i/ 

• 

i/ 

Soft  Chancre — 

(a)  Metropolitan  area 

•  • 

.  . 

•  . 

n 

6 

•  n 

Nil 

n 

6 

(b)  Outside  areas  . . 

,  , 

5/ 

5/ 

Venereal  Warts  and  Gonorrhoea — 

(a)  Metropolitan  area 

( b )  Outside  areas  . . 

■  '} 

1 

Nil 

u 

1 

Ulcerative  Granuloma — 

(a)  Metropolitan  area 

(b)  Outside  areas  . . 

•  • 

20  } 

20 

■s} 

8 

28} 

28 

Totals — 

(a)  Metropolitan  area 

•  . 

.  . 

932  \ 

1,552 

88  \ 

215 

1,020  \ 

1,767 

(b)  Outside  areas  . . 

*  * 

•  • 

620/ 

127/ 

747  / 

During  the  previous  year  (1929-30)  1,714  notifications  were  recorded,  of  which  173  were 
duplicated,  leaving  a  total  of  1,541  new  cases. 


Monthly  Incidence  of  Venereal  Diseases  throughout  Queensland  during  1930-31  (exclusive  of 

Duplicate  Cases.) 


Area. 


Gon. 

i 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon. 

and 

Syph. 

Gon. 

and 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ven. 

Warts 

and 

Gon. 

Die. 

Gran. 

Totals. 

Grand 

Totals. 

Monthly 
incidence 
of  V.  D. 
notified. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

70 

22 

7 

1 

3 

1 

81 

23 

104 

1 Q7 

19 

11 

1 

i 

1 

20 

13 

33 

48 

13 

5 

1 

4 

2 

59 

14 

73 

37 

13 

1 

38 

13 

51 

52 

13 

13 

1 

2 

.68 

13 

81 

34 

7 

4 

1 

1 

39 

8 

47 

49 

21 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

61 

26 

87 

38 

5 

5 

1 

1 

44 

6 

50 

48 

15 

8 

1 

2 

1 

58 

17 

75 

\  114 

24 

2 

7 

4 

1 

•  • 

1 

33 

6 

39 

/  114 

53 

13 

5 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

62 

21 

83 

\  1  9  A 

23 

10 

4 

1 

1 

2 

28 

13 

41 

54 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

60 

12 

72 

49 

17 

7 

3 

1 

8 

i 

64 

22 

86 

34 

11 

5 

3 

3 

39 

17 

56 

21 

5 

5 

•  • 

i 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  - 

30 

6 

36 

f  9- 

49 

20 

12 

3 

l 

1 

1 

63 

24 

87 

\  1 9Z 

30 

4 

3 

1 

34 

4 

38 

f  4“J 

47 

12 

7 

l 

1 

56 

12 

68 

40 

9 

5 

2 

l 

i 

i 

3 

2 

50 

14 

64 

/  ^ 

44 

12 

4 

1 

l 

1 

2 

1 

51 

15 

66 

\  i 

66 

14 

6 

3 

l 

1 

1 

75 

17 

92 

54 

16 

8 

1 

1 

62 

18 

80 

\  193 

32 

8 

2 

1 

34 

9 

43 

002 

178 

88 

22 

18 

7 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

720 

212 

932 

\  1  ^9 

413 

105 

50 

16 

3 

2 

3 

2 

i 

4 

i 

15 

5 

489 

131 

620 

j  J-jOOA 

1,015 

283 

|  138 

i 

38 

2! 

9 

13 

6 

l 

1 

5 

l 

1 

•• 

15 

5 

1209 

343 

1552 

1930. 

July — 

(а)  Metropolitan 

(б)  Outside 
August — 

(a)  Metropolitan 

(b)  Outside 
September — 

(а)  Metropolitan 

(б)  Outside 
October — 

(а)  Metropolitan 

(б)  Outside 
November — 

(а)  Metropolitan 

(б)  Outside 
December — 

(a)  Metropolitan 

( b )  Outside 

1931. 

January — 

(a)  Metropolitan 

( b )  Outside 
February — • 

(a)  Metropolitan 

(b)  Outside 
March — • 

(a)  Metropolitan 

(b)  Outside 
April- — 

(a)  .Metropolitan 

( b )  Outside 
May — 

(a)  Metropolitan 

( b )  Outside 
J  une — 

(a)  Metropolitan 

( b )  Outside 

Totals — 
Metropolitan 
Outside 

Grand  Totals 
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Ages  of  Persons  Notified  in  Sex  Groups  and  Under  Disease  Headings. 


Age  Group  (Years). 
(a)  metropolitan  area. 


Ages. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon. 

and 

Syph. 

Gon. 

and 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Yen. 

Warts 

and 

Gon. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Totals. 

T3  . 

§3 

Unknown  or  unobtainable 

1-5 . 

6-10  . 

11-15  . 

16-20  . 

21-25  . 

26-30  . 

31-35  . 

36-40  . 

41-45  . 

46-50 

51-55  . 

56  and  over 

Totals 

M. 

17 

‘2 

63 

183 

139 

68 

58 

29 

24 

4 

15 

F. 

8 

11 

5 

3 

41 

38 

36 

17 

15 

3 

1 

M. 

3 

23 

26 

11 

10 

5 

1 

1 

1 

F. 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 

'3 

1 

M. 

1 

‘5 

5 

1 

2 

2 

2 

F. 

1 

2 

1 

3 

M. 

3 

2 

1 

'2 

i 

1 

F. 

3 

1 

M. 

F. 

i 

M. 

i 

F. 

M. 

i’ 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

21 

‘2 

73 

213 

172 

81 

72 

36 

28 

5 

17 

F. 

13 

11 

5 

3 

49 

45 

42 

21 

15 

6 

1 

‘i 

34 

11 

5 

5 

122 

258 

214 

102 

87 

42 

29 

5 

18 

602 

178 

88 

22 

18 

7 

10 

4 

•• 

1 

1 

•• 

1 

720 

212 

932 

Oldest  Gonorrhoeal  Cases — Male,  73  years  ;  Female,  58  years. 
Oldest  Gonorrhoeal  and  Syphilitic  Case — Male,  57  years. 


(6)  OUTSIDE  METROPOLIS. 


Ages. 

Go 

n. 

Syph. 

Se 

Syp 

li. 

Gon. 

and 

Syph. 

Go 

an 

Se 

Syp 

n. 

d 

h. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Vei 

Wai 

an 

Go 

1. 

’ts 

d 

n. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Totals. 

Grand 

Total.  1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Unknown  or  unobtainable 

42 

14 

6 

5 

1 

1 

1 

13 

4 

61 

25 

86 

15 

6-10 

4 

. 

,  . 

4 

4 

11-15 

2 

1 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

3 

1 

4 

16-20 

54 

19 

1 

5 

i 

1 

1 

57 

25 

82 

21-25 

93 

24 

12 

2 

1 

i 

2 

108 

27 

135 

26-30 

84 

11 

12 

1 

97 

11 

108 

31-35  .  j- 

58 

14 

9 

i 

1 

69 

14 

83 

36-40  .1 

33 

11 

1 

2 

1 

. 

i 

,  . 

35 

14 

49 

41-45 

26 

2 

4 

2 

i 

. 

31 

4 

35 

46-50 

10 

1 

1 

1 

.  , 

,  , 

12 

1 

13 

51-55 

4 

3 

1 

1 

5 

4 

9 

56  and  over 

7 

1 

3 

1 

11 

1 

12 

Totals  . . 

413 

105 

50 

16 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

•• 

4 

1 

•  • 

15 

5 

489 

131 

620 

■ 

(c)  Grand  Totals  for  the  Whole  State. 


Gon. 

and 

Syph. 

Gon. 

Ven. 

Ages. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

and 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Warts 

and 

Gon. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Totals. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Unknown  or  unobtainable 

59 

22 

9 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 

4 

82 

38 

120 

1-5  . 

11 

11 

11 

6-10  . 

9 

9 

9 

11-15  . 

4 

4 

i 

5 

4 

9 

16-20  . 

117 

60 

8 

8 

2 

3 

3 

1 

i 

i 

130 

74 

204 

21-25  . 

‘Z76 

62 

35 

6 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

321 

72 

393 

26-30  . 

223 

47 

38 

3 

5 

3 

2 

1 

269 

53 

322 

31-35  . 

126 

31 

20 

4 

1 

1 

2 

150 

35 

185 

36-40  . 

91 

26 

11 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

107 

29 

136 

41-45  . 

55 

5 

9 

5 

2 

1 

67 

10 

77. 

46-50  . 

34 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

40 

2 

42 

51—55 

8 

3 

1 

1 

i 

10 

4 

14 

56  and  over 

22 

2 

4 

1 

1 

28 

2 

30 

Totals 

1,015 

283 

138 

38 

21 

9 

13 

6 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

15 

5 

1,209 

343 

1,552 

1,298 

1 

76 

30 

19 

2 

6 

i 

20 

1,552 

The  oldest  Gonorrhoeal  Case  (Male)  notified  was  73  years. 

The  oldest  Syphilitic  Case  (Male)  notified  was  60  years. 

The  oldest  Secondary  Syphilitic  Case  (Male)  notified  was  57  years. 

The  oldest  Gonorrhoeal  and  Syphilitic  Case  (Male)  notified  was  57  years. 


Social  Status  of  Patients  Notified  in  Disease  and  Sex  Groups. 

(a)  metropolitan  area. 


Status. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon. 

and 

Syph. 

Gon. 

and 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ven. 

Warts 

and 

Gon. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Totals. 

•a! 

U 

0 

Married 

Single 

Separated  . . 

Widowed  . . 

Unknown 

Totals 

M. 

150 

437 

4 

11 

F. 

55 

119 

1 

3 

M. 

15 

69 

1 

2 

1 

F. 

11 

10 

1 

M. 

6 

11 

'i 

F. 

4 

3 

M. 

1 

9 

F. 

2 

2 

M. 

F. 

i 

M. 

'i 

F. 

M. 

i. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

172 

528 

5 

14 

1 

F. 

72 

135 

2 

3 

244 

663 

7 

17 

1 

602 

178 

88 

22 

18 

7 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

720 

212 

932 
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Social  Status  of  Patients  Notified  in  Disease  and  Sex  Groufs — continued. 


( b )  OUTSIDE  METROPOLIS. 


Status. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

See. 

Syph. 

Gon. 

and 

Syph. 

Gon. 

and 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ven. 

Warts 

and 

Gon. 

UIc. 

Gran. 

Totals. 

"S-S 

9  o 

SB 

o 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Married 

78 

42 

13 

10 

2 

1 

2 

.  . 

8 

3 

101 

58 

159 

Single 

322 

54 

34 

6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

i 

,  , 

2 

367 

62 

429 

Separated  . . 

3 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

,  . 

.  , 

.  , 

.  . 

.  , 

.  . 

3 

,  . 

3 

Widowed  . . 

6 

4 

1 

.  . 

,  . 

.  . 

'  ,  , 

3 

10 

4 

14 

Unknown  . . 

4 

5 

2 

•  • 

2 

2 

8 

7 

15 

Totals 

413 

105 

50 

16 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

•• 

4 

l 

•  15 

5 

489 

131 

620 

(c)  TOTAL  FOR  STATE. 


Status. 

Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon. 

and 

Syph. 

Gon. 

and 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ven. 

Warts 

and 

Gon. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Totals. 

ol 

Eh 

0 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Married 

228 

97 

28 

21 

8 

5 

1 

4 

1 

1 

8 

3 

274 

131 

405 

Single 

759 

173 

103 

16 

12 

4 

12 

2 

i 

,  . 

4 

1 

1 

2 

894 

196 

1,090 

Separated  . . 

7 

1 

1 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

,  . 

,  . 

.  . 

8 

2 

10 

Widowed  . . 

17 

7 

3 

i 

,  . 

3 

24 

7 

31 

Unknown 

4 

5 

3 

2 

2 

9 

7 

16 

•  Totals 

1,015 

283 

138 

38 

21 

9 

13 

6 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

15 

5 

1,209 

343 

1,552 

Totals 

1, 

298 

176 

3 

0 

19 

2 

6 

1 

2 

0 

b 

552 

Sources  of  Notification. 


Metro¬ 

polis. 

Outside 

Metro¬ 

polis. 

Totals. 

Clinics 

,  , 

433 

196 

629 

Private  doctors 

•  • 

326 

281 

607 

Hospitals  (other  than  Clinics) 

173 

143 

316 

Totals 

932 

620 

1,552 

Stated  Sources  of  Infection. 


Sources  Ascribed  to — 

Area. 

Totals. 

Metro¬ 

politan. 

Outside 

Metropolis. 

Prostitutes  from  houses 

46 

31 

77 

Prostitutes  unknown 

140 

115 

255 

Non-professionals  .  . 

337 

110 

447 

Husbands 

18 

15 

33 

Wives 

34 

4 

38 

Unknown  or  unstated 

282 

311 

593 

Occupational 

67 

23 

90 

Black-gins 

9 

9 

Criminal  assaults 

2 

*  . 

o 

Sodomy 

•  • 

1 

1 

Extragenital .  . 

6 

1 

7 

932 

620 

1,552 

Infections  ascribed  to 

sources  outside  Queens¬ 
land 

27 

13 

40 

Male  Clinic,  Brisbane. 

At  the  30th  June,  1931,  there  were  410 
patients’  names  on  the  records  of  the  clinic  as 
against  433  at  30th  June,  1930,  344  at  30th  June, 
•1929,  and  309  at  30th  June,  1928.  A  compara¬ 


tive  statement  in  this  regard  is  shown  here¬ 
under. 


Nature  of  Disease. 

1930-31. 

1929-30. 

1928-29. 

1927-28. 

Gonorrhoea  .  . 

188 

214 

167 

148 

Syphilis 

98 

114 

88 

74 

Secondary  Syphilis 

23 

26 

33 

38 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis  .  . 

27 

17 

9 

5 

Gonorrhoea  and  Secondary 

1 

3 

4 

4 

Syphilis 

Tertiary  Syphilis 

12 

13 

6 

Venereal  Warts 

.  . 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

Notifiable  or  Undiagnosed 

61 

45 

37 

40 

410 

433 

344 

309 

Actual  Venereal  Cases  .  . 

349 

388 

307 

269 

As  in  previous  years  five  Part-time  Medical 
Officers  attended  the  clinic,  at  which  eleven  ses¬ 
sions  were  held  weekly,  whilst  the  irrigation 
room  (in  charge  of  a  competent  wardsman)  was 
available  to  patients  on  three  sessions  daily, 
excepting  Sundays  and  public  holidays,  when  it 
was  opened  from  9  to  10  a.m.  only. 


An  abbreviated  summary  of  clinic  operations 
with  corresponding  figures  for  1928-29  and 
1929-30  is  appended. 


— 

1930-31. 

1929-30. 

1928-29. 

Consultations 

'I 

9,761 

9,124 

9,470 

a.m. 

a.m. 

a. m. 

4,058 

3,111 

3,238 

p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 

5,703 

6,013 

6,232 

New  patients 

771 

727 

698 

Blood  specimens  for  W.R. .  . 

953 

667 

692 

Smears  for  Gonococci 

2,488 

2,070 

2,166 

Neosalvarsan  administered 

1,306 

1,455 

1,206 

Bismuth  administered 

1,582 

1,427 

1,453 

Vaccine-Gonococcus  Mixed 

959 

875 

(Commonwealth  Serum 

Laboratory)  administered 

Prostatic  massages  adminis- 

7,605 

7,271 

6,775 

tered 

Irrigations  administered 

45,707 

41,800 

40,653 

Seamen’s  cards  issued  to  over- 

17 

13 

17 

seas  sailors  under  Quaran- 

tine  Regulations 

Prescriptions  dispensed  by 

3,110 

2,455 

2,921 

clinic  Part-time  Chemist 

Certificates  of  apparently  free 

221 

200 

219 

from  disease  issued 

Certificates  of  apparently  free 

15 

5 

8 

from  disease  received  for 

clinic  patients  from  other 

doctors 

10 


Of  the  771  new  patients,  445  were  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  venereal  disease  (vide  the  fol¬ 
lowing  table)  whilst  the  remainder  (i.e.,  326) 
were  undiagnosed  or  considered  non-venereal. 

The  445  comprised  369  cases  of  gonorrhoea,  of 
whom  8  had  been  reported  previously  for  the 
same  attack,  as  had  4  of  the  52  syphilitic 
patients;  12  were  notified  as  suffering  from 
secondary  syphilis ;  11  from  gonorrhoea  and 
syphilis  (dual  infection),  and  1  from  soft 
chancre  (chancroid). 

During  the  previous  year,  1929-30,  437  notifi¬ 
cations  were  submitted  by  the  clinic  medical 
officers  of  which  19  were  duplicates,  so  that  the 
actual  venereal  clinic  cases  for  the  respective 
years  were— 1929-30,  418 ;  1930-31,  433. 

Breaches  of  section  162  (3)  of  “The  Health  Acts, 
1900  to  1922”  ( Failure  to  continue  medical 


treatment  for  vetiereal  disease  within  pre- 


scribed  periods). 

(a)  Male  Clinic,  Brisbane — 
Defaulters  notified 

250 

Defaulters  who  resumed  treatment 

isi 

Defaulters  not  located  (including 
who  had  left  Queens¬ 
land) 

86 

Defaulters  regarding  whom  action 
not  finalised  at  30th  June, 
1931 . 

13 

— 

250 

Female  Patients  Treated  by  Departmental 
Medical  Officers,  Brisbane. 

Ninety-eight  females  called  at  the  Department 
during  the  year,  as  against  84  in  1929-30  and  83 
in  1928-29.  They  were  referred  to  the  Depart¬ 
mental  Part-time  Medical  Officers,  who  notified 
38  of  them  as  suffering  from  venereal  disease, 
vide  statement  hereunder. 


Comparative  Summary. 


1930-31. 

1929-30. 

Number  examined 

98 

84 

Number  declared  venereal 

38 

29 

Number  non-venereal  or  undiagnosed 

60 

55 

Certificates  of  apparently  free  from 

13 

4 

disease  issued 

Diagnoses  arrived  at — 

Gonorrhoea  . . 

31 

20 

Syphilis 

5 

7 

Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis 

2 

1 

Secondary  Syphilis  .  . 

•  r 

1 

38 

29 

Of  the  patients  notified  the  following  had 
been  reported  by  other  doctors  and  were  there¬ 
fore  duplicate  cases. 


1930-31. 

1929  30. 

Gonorrhoea 

5 

1 

Syphilis 

,  . 

1 

Secondary  Syphilis 

1 

5 

3 

(b)  All  sources  outside  Brisbane 
Male  Clinic — 

■  Defaulters  notified  (75  males  and 
38  females) 

Defaulters  who  resumed  treat¬ 
ment  (47  males  and  32  fe¬ 
males)  . .  . .  . .  79 

Defaulters  not  located  (including 
eight  who  had  left  Queens¬ 
land)  (18  males  and  3  fe¬ 
males)  ..  ..  ..  21 

Defaulters  regarding  whom  action 
not  finalised  at  50th  .lune, 

1931  (10  males  and  3  fe¬ 
males)  . .  . .  . .  13 


.11 : 
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(c)  Summary  respecting  defaulters 
notified  throughout  the  State 
during  1930-31 — 

Defaulters  notified  (325  males  and 

3S  females)  .  .  .  .  .  363 

Defaulters  who  resumed  treat¬ 
ment  (198  males  and  32 
females)  .  .  .  .  •  •  230 

Defaulters  not  located  (104  males 
and  3  females)  (including 
those  who  had  left  Queens¬ 
land)  .  .  . .  • •  107 

Defaulters  regarding  whom  action 
not  finalised  at  30th  June, 

1931  (23  males  and  3  fe¬ 
males)  .  .  .  .  •  •  26 

- -  363 

Respecting  the  37  cases  not  finalised  at  the 
date  of  last  report  (3'Oth  June,  1930),  17  were 
warned  subsequently  and  20  not  located. 

Prosecutions  for  breaches  of  Venereal  Diseases 
Regulations  and  sections  of  the  Health  Acts 
relating  to  Venereal  Diseases. 

Abbreviated  summary  of  action  taken. 

(«)  Failure  to  comply  with  official  notice  (Y.D. 

reg.  9) — 11  males  and  2  females  ..  13 

( b )  Failure  to  comply  with  official  notice  (V.D. 

reg.  10) — 26  females  . .  . .  26 

(c)  Unlawfully  treating  venereal  disease  (sec¬ 

tion  162  (1)  of  the  Health  Acts) — (a 
male  Chinese  herbalist)  . .  . .  . .  1 

(d)  Failure  to  continue  medical  treatment 

(section  162  (3)  of  the  Health  Acts) — 29 
males  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  29 

(e)  Occupying  or  residing  in  a  house  frequented 

by  prostitutes  (section  168  (1)  (iv.) 

Health  Acts) — 2  males  and  2  females  ..  4 

Total  prosecutions — 69  males  and  4  females — 73. 

Total  fines  imposed — £422  16s.  6d. 

Total  costs  imposed — £58  4s.  6d. — £481  Is. 

Note. — Of  the  73  cases,  16  males  and  2  females  were 
proceeded  against  in  the  following  extra-metropolitan 
areas: — Bundaberg,  Ingham,  Innisfail,  Mackay,  Rock¬ 
hampton,  and  Townsville.  Fines  and  costs  amounting  to 
£62  10s.  and  £22  18s.  respectively  made  a  total  of  £85 
8s. 

During  the  previous  year  1929-30,  the  prosecutions 
totalled  67,  7  of  which  were  pending  at  30th  June,  1930, 
and  are  included  in  this  year’s  total  of  73,  whilst  the 
fines  and  costs  imposed  amounted  to  £172,  15s. 


Action  taken  regarding  persons  to  whom 
infection  ascribed. 

(Venereal  Disease  Regulation  9  and  Section  164 
of  “The  Health  Acts,  1900  to  1922.”) 

Four  males  and  14  females  to  whom  infection 
had  been  ascribed  were  ordered  up  for  medical 
examination ;  7  of  the  women  were  found  to 
be  venereal ;  6  to  be  non-venereal,  and  1  could 
not  be  located. 

Three  of  the  men  were  non-venereal,  and  1 
was  ascertained  to  be  suffering  from  syphilis. 

Twelve  of  the  persons  (4  males  and  8  females) 
were  residents  of  the  metropolitan  area  and  the 
remaining  6  (all  females)  lived  outside  the 
metropolis. 


Examination  and  Treatment  of  Prostitutes. 

(Regulation  10  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Regula¬ 
tions,  1928,  and  section  164  (2)  of  “The 
Health  Acts ,  1900  to  1922.”) 

Examinations  at  William  Street  rooms, 

Brisbane  . .  . .  .  .  . .  892 

Examinations  at  fourteen  centres  outside 

metropolis  . .  . .  .  .  ,  .  .  944 

Treated  at  Venereal  Isolation  Hospital, 

Brisbane  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  83 

Treated  at  centres  outside  metropolis  . .  27 


11 


Six  women  from  Rockhampton  and  1  from 
Toowoomba  were  conveyed  to'  Brisbane  for 
treatment  and  are  included  in  Brisbane  figures 
accordingly,  as  are  5  prostitutes  transferred 
from  II.M.  Prison,  Brisbane. 

Prisoners  detained  under  section  164  (2)  (c)  of 
“ The  Health  Acts ,  1900  to  1922.” 

Fourteen  male  prisoners  and  6  females  were 
detained  whilst  suffering  from  venereal  disease. 

Twelve  of  the  men  and  the  6  women  were  in 
Brisbane  and  2  males  outside  the  metropolis.  Of- 
the  6  women  5  were  transferred  to  and  treated 


in  the  Venereal  Isolation  Hospital,  South  Bris¬ 
bane,  the  other  being  a  prohibited  immigrant 
was  deported  (from  the  gaol). 

Food  Handlers. 

Seventeen  cases  were  inquired  into  under  this 
heading,  11  of  the  number  being  residents  of 
Brisbane  and  6  outside  the  metropolis. 

All  but  one  who  could  not  be  located  were 
duly  warned,  though  it  was  ascertained  that 
one  was  a  retired  business  man,  not  actively 
engaged  in  the  preparation,  manufacture,  or 
handling  of  foodstuffs. 


Certificates  of  Cure  or  Apparknti.y  Free  from  Disease  Received  in  Sex  Groups 


and  Disease  Headings. 


(a)  Brisbane  Area. 


Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec. 

Syph. 

Gon. and 
Syph. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Gon.  and 
Soft 

Chancre. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ven. 
Warts . 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Private  doctors . 

94 

6 

3 

97 

6 

Male  clinic 

188 

26 

5 

1 

1 

221 

Female  clinic 

12 

i 

13 

Verereal  Isolation  Hospital 

69 

2 

71 

Other  hospitals  . . 

20 

7 

i 

20 

8 

From  outside  doctors  for  male 

14 

i 

15 

clinic  cases  examined  by  them 

Totals 

316 

94 

30 

3 

5 

l 

1 

1 

353 

98 

( b )  Areas  Outside  Metropilis. 


Private  doctors 

Hospital  doctors 

Clinic  doctors 

60 

48 

79 

15 

12 

42 

*6 

2 

*7 

•• 

‘i 

2 

•• 

6 

‘2 

1 

2 

•  • 

"i 

• 

63 

61 

84 

15 

21 

42 

Totals  . . 

187 

69 

8 

7 

•• 

3 

6 

2 

1 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

1 

•• 

208 

78 

(c)  Whole  State. 


Gon. 

Syph. 

Sec.  ‘ 
Syph. 

Gon.  and 
Syph. 

Ulc. 

Gran. 

Gon. and 
Soft 

Chancre. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Ven. 

Warts. 

Total. 

Males — 

Metropolis 

316 

30 

5 

1 

1 

363 

Ex  Metropolis  . . 

187 

8 

3 

6 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

205 

Females — 

Metropolis 

94 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1  01 

Ex  Metropolis  . . 

69 

7 

*2 

.  . 

78 

Total  Certificates  received 

666 

48 

6 

4 

8 

1 

2 

2 

737 

Annual  Statement  of  Venereal  Diseases— Calendar  Year  1930. 


Metropolitan  Area. 


Diseases. 

J 

an. 

I 

F 

eb. 

March. 

- - A- 

Apr. 

1 

May. 

June. 

Ji 

1 

dy. 

|  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals, 

Gonorrhoea 

Syphilis,  Primary  . . 
Syphilis,  Secondary. . 
Gonorrhoea  and 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea  and 

Secondary  Syphilis 
soft  Chancre 

Jlcerative  Granuloma 

7 enereal  Warts  and 
Gonorrhoea 
Gonorrhoea,  Syhpilis, 
and  Venereal  Warts 
■’enereal  Warts 

Totals 

M. 

47 

8 

1 

F. 

26 

6 

"i 

M. 

56 

6 

1 

1 

F. 

20 

4 

1 

M. 

40 

7 

F. 

10 

1 

M. 

44 

6 

2 

1 

F. 

17 

3 

i 

M. 

59 

10 

1 

2 

1 

F. 

16 

1 

M. 

46 

11 

1 

F. 

17 

13 

1 

1 

M. 

70 

7 

3 

1 

F. 

22 

1 

M. 

48 

5 

4 

2 

I 

F. 

13 

1 

•  • 

M. 

52 

13 

1 

2 

F. 

13 

M. 

49 

10 

1 

1 

F. 

21 

4 

1 

M 

48 

8 

2 

F. 

15 

r 

i 

M. 

53 

5 

3 

1 

F. 

13 

6 

1 

1 

M. 

612 

96 

18 

12 

1 

1 

1 

F. 

203 

41 

3 

4 

1 

1 

56 

33 

65 

25 

47 

11 

53 

21 

73 

17 

58  ' 

32  |  81 

23  | 

59  I 

14 

68 

13 

61 

26 

58 

17 

62 

21 

741 

253 

89 

90 

58 

. 

74 

90 

90 

104  | 

73 

81 

87 

1 

7 

5 

8 

3 

99 

4 

Outside  Areas. 


Gonorrhoea  . . 
Syphilis,  Primary  . . 
Syphilis,  Secondary. . 
Gonorrhoea  and 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea  and 

Secondary  Syphilis 
Soft  Chancre 
Jlcerative  Granuloma 
'enereal  Warts 


Totals 


33 

4 

29 

8 

38 

6 

36 

16 

35 

10 

37 

5 

19 

11 

37 

13 

34 

7 

38 

5 

24 

9. 

23 

10 

*  * 

2 

3 

5 

3 

5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

1 

7 

4 

4 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•• 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

37 

5 

32 

11 

41 

6 

46 

20 

42 

10 

37 

5 

20 

13 

38 

13 

39 

8 

44 

6 

33 

6 

28 

13 

42 

43 

47 

66 

5 

2 

4 

2 

33 

5 

l 

4 

7 

50 

39 

41 

131 

133 

105 

140 

142 

132 

137 

124 

128 

137 

114 

124 

383 

41) 

I 


437 


97 

12 

1 

1 


116 


553 


1,547 


'otals  for  State 


SANITATION. 

Particulars  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the 
staff  in  matters  relating  to  sanitation  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  1931,  are  furnished  here¬ 
under. 

The  many  and  varied  duties  which  come 
under  the  purview  of  the  sanitary  inspector  have 
kept  the  staff  fully  occupied  during  the  period 
under  review. 

The  following  inspections  have  been  carried 
out : — 


General  inspections 

.  .  2,119 

Nuisance  inspections 

264 

Sanitary  depots 

49 

Bubbish  disposals 

57 

Official  calls 

649 

Total 

. .  3,138 

Number  of  towns  visited  .  . 

86 

Number  of  miles  travelled 

..  6,036 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  cities  and  towns 
surveyed  continue  to  improve. 

The  screening  of  rainwater  tanks  and  the 
removal  and  control  of  many  breeding  grounds 
have  certainly  reduced  the  mosquito  pest  in 
many  towns. 

The  organisation  of  nightsoil  and  garbage 
removal  and  disposal  still  shows  great  progress, 
resulting  in  a  clean,  well-conducted  service,  and 
an  absence  of  the  many  complaints  in  this  respect 
that  formerly  met  an  officer  when  he  visited 
towns  on  his  tours  of  inspection. 

The  appointment  of  qualified  inspectors  in  the 
various  Local  Authorities’  areas  is  responsible 
for  these  improved  conditions.  Seaside  resorts 
were  visited  in  the  south-coast  and  north-coast 
areas,  and  an  exhaustive  inspection  in  regard  to 
the  accommodation  provided  for  visitors  and 
campers  was  carried  out.  The  accommodation 
is  greatly  improved,  and  with  the  enforcement 
of  the  Camp  Regulations,  which  were  gazetted  in 
February  of  this  year,  much  greater  improve¬ 
ment  may  be  looked  for  in  the  future.  The 
Camp  Regulations  give  a  Local  Authority 
power  to  control  the  lay-out,  sanitation,  &c.  of 
all  camps  in  their  area. 

The  organised  and  regular  destruction  of 
rodents  has  always  been  the  objective  of  this 
Department  so  as  to  check  the  possibility  of 
transmission  of  plague  by  rodents  to  humans. 

That  rats  are  on  the  increase  can  hardly  be 
gainsaid  as  the  comparative  figures  will  show. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  year  end¬ 
ing  30th  June,  1930,  and  30th  June,  1931 : — 

1930 —  With  a  full  gang  of  20  men,  the  following 
rats  were  caught,  42,284. 

1 931 —  With  8  men,  28,909. 

The  Department’s  rat  gang  continues  to  con¬ 
duct  rat  destruction  work  in  respect  to  Govern- 
ment  buildings,  railway  stations,  and  meatworks, 
as  well  as  on  the  river  walls. 

The  following  operations  which  have  been 
kept  under  supervision  have  been  carried  out. 


Lb. 

Poison  manufactured  .  . 

881 

Sold  to  Local  Authorities 

567 

Baits  laid  by  Department ’s  gang 

.  563,350 

Number  of  Rodents  Examined  at  Laboratory. 

Eats.  Mice. 

Submitted  by  Department’s  gang..  903  ..  32 

Submitted  by  Council’s  gang  ..  26,096  ..  1,262 

V - - Y - 

28,293 

Number  of  Rodents,  Caught  but  not  Examined. 

Eats.  Mice. 

By  Department’s  gang  ..  ..  2,009  ..  — 

By  Council’s  gang  ..  ..  ..  2,813  ..  181 

~5>3 

Cairns,  Townsville,  Mackay,  Rockhampton, 
Bundaberg,  Maryborough,  Gympie,  and  Ipswich 
still  continue  rat  destruction  operations,  the 
results  of  which  are  furnished  to  this  Office  in 
weekly  reports. 

Disinfection. 

The  Department ’s  staff  attend  to  the  matter 
of  disinfection  of  railway  carriages  in  which 
persons  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  travel, 
also  residences  or  other  places  in  which  cases  of 
leprosy  have  been  domiciled  before  removal  to 
the  Lazaret — Number  of  railway  carriages  disin¬ 
fected,  44. 

During  the  year  the  Railway  Department 
gave  demonstrations  of  cyaniding  and  disinfec¬ 
tion  of  carriages  in  the  chamber  erected  at  their 
Mayne  Junction  yards. 


Sanitary  Staff. 

At  the  undermentioned  places,  as  a  result  of 
inspection  by  officers  of  the  sanitary  staff,  action 
as  outlined  was  carried  out:— 

Tara. — A  special  visit  was  paid  to  Tara  for 
the  purpose  of  propounding  a  scheme  for  the 
disposal  of  drainage  at  the  hospital,  and  a  report 
and  recommendations  were  submitted. 

Thangool. — This  township  was  visited  for  the 
purpose  of  adjudicating  in  the  matter  of  a  sani¬ 
tary  site ;  the  objectors  were  met  and  the  matter 
settled  amicably. 

An  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  at 
Morven,  where  7  cases  were  reported.  An 
exhaustive  investigation  was  made  and  a  report 
and  recommendations  submitted. 

Roma. — The  continued  pollution  of  Bungil 
Creek  as  the  result  of  the  discharge  of  the  town 
drainage  will  be  eliminated  when  the  extensive 
plant,  which  is  now  being  installed,  is  completed. 

CliarleviUe. — Extensions  of  the  sewers  have 
been  carried  out  in  this  town.  This  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  and  will  certainly  benefit  the 
town. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  visited  Ingham 
in  connection  with  hospital  drainage.  A  report 
and  recommendations  were  furnished. 

Innisfail  was  also  visited  in  regard  to  the 
sewerage  system  of  that  town. 

Barambah  Aboriginal  Settlement  has  been 
visited  on  several  occasions  to  lay  out  and  super¬ 
vise  an  extensive  drainage  scheme  for  the  insti¬ 
tution.  This  work  has  been  carried  out  solely 
by  members  of  the  staff  and  inmate  labour. 
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Kingaroy. — Special  visits  were  made  for  the 
purpose  of  selecting  a  new  sanitary  disposal 
area.  The  location  of  the  site  has  not  yet  been 
decided  upon. 

Ipswich. — Drainage  inspection  was  carried 
out  and  reports  submitted. 

Luggage  Point  ( Brisbane  River). — Eighteen 
samples  of  sewage  and  18  samples  of  sawdust 
were  obtained  from  the  sewage  works  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
results  showed  that  these  samples  were  highly 
contaminated  with  faecal  matter.  The  Brisbane 
City  Council  finally  decided  to  burn  sawdust 
removed  from  these  works,  and  are  now  doing 
so. 

City  Public  Baths,  Valley. — Samples  of  water 
were  submitted  for  examination  and  found  to 
be  fairly  satisfactory.  A  report  on  a  proposed 
method  of  purification  of  domestic  sewage  by 
chlorine  treatment  was  drawn  up  after  many 
experiments,  and  although  it  is  recommended, 
the  question  of  cost,  has  to  be  considered  when 
treating  large  volumes  of  sewage. 

Sanitary  contracts  were  submitted  for 
approval  in  respect  to  the  following  places: — 
Wondai,  Boonah,  Magnetic  Island,  Laidley, 
Gatton-Grantham-Helidon,  Sarina,  Dalby,  Miles, 
Eacham,  Proserpine,  Yarraman,  Rosewood- 
Marburg,  Caboolture,  Beaudesert,  and  Kilkivan. 

Refuse  removal  contracts  for  the  following 
places  were  submitted  and  perused — Yaraka 
and  Babinda. 

By-laws  were  perused  and  reported  on  for  the 
following  Local  Authorities: — Mackay,  Winton, 
Aramac,  and  Livingstone. 

Hotel  Sanitation. 

A  steady  improvement  is  still  being  effected 
in  hotel  sanitation  during  the  period  under 
review.  Practically  all  improvements  required 
have  been  carried  out.  Owing  to  the  State-wide 
depression  only  the  essentially  necessary  require¬ 
ments  have  been  insisted  upon  during  the  year. 

Particular's  of  Inspection. 

Number  of  hotels  .  .  .  .  264 

Objections  lodged  .  .  .  .  24 

Reinspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

However,  the  comfort  of  travellers  in  respect 
to  satisfactory  accommodation  being  provided 
has  not  been  lost  sight  of,  with  the  result  that 
that  the  olcl-day  shanty  with  its  insanitary  sur¬ 
roundings  is  becoming  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Moreover  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  generally 
speaking  hotelkeepers  require  but  little  urging 
to  install  the  latest  improved  sanitary  fittings, 
as  they  now  recognise  this  to  be  essential  if  they 
desire  to  keep  progress  with  the  times.  Also 
they  recognise  that  improved  methods  tend  to 
benefit  their  business. 

Some  difficulty  in  small  towns,  where  no 
sewage  disposal  exists,  continues  to  be  experi¬ 
enced  in  respect  to  the  satisfactory  disposal  of 
waste  water  at  hotel  premises,  and  where  the 
ground  is  not  of  an  absorbent  nature  recourse 
has  had  to  be  made  to  artificial  means,  such  as 
covered  places,  &c.,  occasioning  the  expense  of 
periodically  emptying  same  by  means  of  a 
Merryweather  ejector  and  the  removal  of  the 


foul  waste  water  to  a  disposal  area,  the  expense 
of  which  falls  upon  the  occupier  of  the  hotel 
premises. 

The  ordinary  concrete  street  watertables  are, 
under  the  Health  Acts,  regarded  a.s  sewers,  so 
that  in  order  to  prevent  them  becoming  fouled 
by  receiving  objectionable  water  the  Local 
Authority,  before  preventing  their  use  except 
for  rain  water  drainage  purposes,  must  obtain 
an  Order  in  Council  preventing  the  use  of  water- 
tables  for  household  drainage  purposes  at  places 
where  no  sewers  exist. 

Toowoomba  and  District. 

The  inspector  in  charge  of  the  district  reports 
the  following  particulars  for  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1931: — 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  1,783 

Number  of  official  calls  .  .  .  .  71 

Number  of  nuisances  .  .  .  .  49 

Number  of  sanitary  depots  inspected  15 
Number  of  garbage  tips  inspected  17 
Number  of  towns  visited  .  .  .  .  13 

The  Toowoomba  City  Council  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  continues  to  collaborate  with  this  Office  in 
an  endeavour  to  improve  the  standard  of  sani¬ 
tation,  and  any  imperfections  brought  before 
such  authority’s  notice  are  readily  dealt  with. 

Official  visits  to  this  centre  by  Departmental 
Medical  Officers  have  been  greatly  appreciated 
by  both  the  local  medical  profession  and  Local 
Authorities. , 

Hotel  Sanitation. 

Number  of  hotels  inspected  .  .  75 

Number  of  objections  lodged  .  .  20 

Number  of  reinspections  .  .  .  .  31 

Improvements  ordered  .  .  . .  240 

A  satisfactory  improvement  in  reasonable 
cleanliness  has  been  gained  in  respect  to  bed¬ 
room  furnishings  as  well  as  general  sanitation, 
but  in  order  that  this  desired  condition  be  main¬ 
tained  an  unabated  supervision  must  be  con¬ 
tinued. 

Two  new  hotel  structures  were  erected  to 
replace  similar  premises  which  were  demolished 
by  fire  in  the  towns  of  Bell  and  St.  George. 
On  final  inspection  it  was  found  that  the  plans 
were  faithfully  carried  out. 

Rockhampton  and  District. 

The  inspector  in  charge  of  the  district  reports 
the  following  particulars  for  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1931: — 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  383 
Number  of  official  calls  .  .  .  .  102 

Number  of  nuisances  .  .  .  .  37 

Number  of  sanitary  depots  inspected  20 
Number  of  rubbish  tips  inspected.  .  11 

Number  of  towns  and  townships 

visited  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  7 

During  the  year  steady  progress  has  been 
made  by  the  City  Authority  to  improve  condi¬ 
tions,  and  much  work  is  at  present  under  con¬ 
struction. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in 
the  cleaning  up  and  removal  of  large  accumula¬ 
tions  of  tins  and  other  rubbish  from  the  roads. 
These  were  removed  to  depressions  and  levelled 
off  and  covered.  Similar  action  was  taken  along 
the  banks  of  Gavial  Creek, 
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Sewers  and  water  channelling  have  also 
received  the  attention  of  the  Local  Authority, 
and  much  new  work  has  been  carried  out  to  the 
betterment  of  the  city  in  general.  Work  is  still 
in  progress  in  North  Rockhampton,  where  a 
6-foot  storm  water  sewer  is  being  constructed  to 
drain  the  low-lying  parts  of  Musgrave  street. 

The  following  towns  were  visited  at  the 
request  for  Departmental  approval  of  proposed 
sites  for  disposal  areas: — Mount  Morgan,  Jam- 
bon,  Rannes,  and  Thangool. 

An  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  Banana 
Shire  was  reported  in  March  last  and  seven  cases 
were  notified.  It  was  unfortunate  that  all  of 
the  cases  proved  fatal. 

An  exhaustive  inquiry  was  made  regarding 
each  case,  but  beyond  the  fact  that-  Dies  were 
numerous  and  the  possibility  of  a  carrier  no 
definite  source  was  discovered. 

A  house-to-house  inspection  revealed  the  sani¬ 
tary  conveniences  in  a  very  defective  condition. 
Action  was  immediately  taken  to  have  fly-proof 
cabinets  installed  and  all  rubbish  about  the 
township  removed. 

Sanitary  services  have  now  been  installed  in 
the  townships  of  Marlborough,  Rannes,  and 
Thangool. 

Hotel  Sanitation. 

Number  of  hotels  inspected  .  .  66 

Number  of  objections  raised  against 

hotels  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  41 

Number  of  hotels  reinspected  . .  47 

Number  of  improvements  ordered  . .  123 

The  general  cleanliness  of  the  hotels  was 
found  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 

All  licenses  have  been  renewed  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  those  held  up  pending  the  completion  of 
required  alterations. 


Mackay  and  District. 

The  following  particulars  are  furnished  for 
the  year  ending  30th  June,' 1931,  by  the  district 
inspector : — 

The  year  has  been  one  of  steady  progress.  Im¬ 
provements  have  been  carried  out  and  standards 
of  premises  are  being  well  maintained.  The 
mill  wastes  at  the  Racecourse  Sugar  Mill  were 
occasioning  trouble — i.e.,  fly-breeding.  This  has 
been  overcome  by  borax  treatment. 

A  nuisance  of  a  similar  nature  was  caused  by 
the  liquid  wastes  from  the  distillery  at  Sarina. 
Recommendations  have  been  made  which,  if 
given  effect  to  during  the  next  season,  will  pro¬ 
bably  mitigate  the  nuisance. 

The  various  towns  visited  show  that  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Sanitation  Regulations  have  been 
fairly  well  observed. 

Number  of  towns  visited  .  .  .  .  36 
Number  of  hotels  inspected  .  .  72 


Townsville  and  District. 

The  following  particulars  for  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1931,  are  furnished  by  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  Townsville  Office:— 


Sanitation. 

Number  of  inspections  ..  ..  1,000 

Official  calls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 00 

Number  of  nuisances  dealt  with  .  .  5 

Number  of  sanitary  depots  inspected  5 

Number  of  rubbish  tip's  inspected..  7 

Number  of  towns  visited  .  .  . .  0 

Mount  Cool  urn  was  visited  on  account  of  an 
outbreak  of  typhoid  fever.  The  township  was 
found  to  be  in  a  very  insanitary  condition.  The 
inauguration  of  a  sanitary  service  was  recom¬ 
mended,  and  this  has  been  carried  out. 

A  very  fair  standard  of  sanitation  is  being 
maintained  throughout  the  district. 

Hotel  Sanitation. 

Number  of  hotels  inspected  .  .  74 

Improvements  ordered  .  .  . .  14 

As  the  hotels  have  been  kept,  under  close 
supervision  during  the  year,  little  was  required 
to  be  done. 

Cairns  and  District. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  this  district  has 
furnished  the  following  particulars: — 

Sanitation. 

Number  of  inspections  . .  . .  2,564 


Official  calls  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  71 

Number  of  nuisances  attended  to  . .  27 

Number  of  sanitary  depots  inspected  10 
Number  of  rubbish  tips  inspected  .  .  15 

Number  of  towns  visited  .  .  .  .  16 


Gordonvale  was  visited  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  and  reporting  on  a  proposed  new  sani¬ 
tary  depot,  the  existing  depot  and  one  at  Innis- 
f ail  having  been  already  reported  on  by  every 
inspector  who  has  seen  them.  A  new  site  mid¬ 
way  between  Innisfail  and  South  Johnstone  was 
inspected  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
district  inspector  and  found  to  be  suitable,  as 
well  as  economical,  as  the  equipment  of  only 
one  depot  would  be  necessary,  but  nothing  has 
as  yet  been  done.  The  inspector  in  charge  also 
visited  Innisfail  re  the  garbage  in  that  town 
being  a  source  of  complaint.  The  complaint  was 
well-founded,  and  as  a  result  of  the  inspection 
considerable  improvement  has  been  effected. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  several  appli 
cations  were  received  from  candidates  who  were 
desirous  of  sitting  for  the  sanitary  inspector’s 
certificate  under  the  auspices  of  the  Royal  Sani 
tary  Institute,  London,  and  with  this  end  in 
view  a  request  was  submitted  that  a  course  of 
instruction  on  similar  lines  to  previous  years  be 
held.  This,  however,  could  not  be  acceded  to 
in  so  far  as  the  cost  entailed  would  not  be  met  by 
the  fees  received,  owing  to  a  lack  of  sufficient 
numbers  presenting  themselves  for  the  course. 
Further,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
successful  candidates  from  the  previous  exami¬ 
nation  had  not  as  yet  found  positions  with  Local 
Authorities,  also  that  there  are  some  certificated 
inspectors  still  available,  it  was  considered  inad¬ 
visable  to  increase  the  number  of  qualified 
persons  in  this  respect. 

However,  to  afford  such  officers  who  are 
employed  by  Local  Authorities  and  who  do  not 
hold  a  certificate,  also  those  candidates  who 
failed  in  the  previous  examination  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  sitting,  it  is  intended  to  hold  an 
examination  in  the  near  future, 
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Some  reorganisation  of  Health  Inspectors’ 
appointments  in  respect  to  combined  Local 
Authorities’  areas  has  had  to  be  effected  owing 
to  Councils  desiring  to  secure  a  whole-time 
officer  for  their  particular  areas. 

The  skilled  knowledge  applied  by  these  In¬ 
spectors  to  their  work  has  gone  far  in  reducing 
the  incidence  of  disease  as  well  as  securing 
satisfactory  sanitary  conditions  that  would  not 
exist  were  it  not  for  their  constant  supervision. 


Food  and  Drugs. 

During  the  fiscal  period  under  review  inspec¬ 
tions  under  Part  VI.  of  the  Health  Acts  (Pure 
Food  and  Drugs)  the  Poisons  Regulations,  Food 
and  Drug  Regulations,  Milksellers’  Regulations, 
and  Health  (Fish  Supply)  Regulations  have 
been  systematically  conducted  upon  the  usual 
lines  by  officers  of  the  Department. 

Fish  Supply. — In  the  Brisbane  metropolitan 
area  the  control  of  the  public  fish  supply  has  as 
heretofore  rested  in  the  hands  of  two  full-time 
officers  who  between  them  have  supervised  all 
sales  at  the  State  Fish  Market,  inspected  fish  in 
fish  shops,  and  cold  stores,  and,  in  addition, 
examined  all  shipments  of  cured  fish  arriving 
in  Brisbane  from  overseas  ports. 

As  the  result  of  the  activities  of  these  officers 
during  the  year  a  total  quantity  of  120  tons 
2  cwt.  2  qr.  of  assorted  fish  and  1  ton  2  qr. 
18  lb.  of  cod  fillets,  oysters,  prawns,  and  turtles 
were  condemned  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

Tn  addition  to  this  quantity  the  fish  inspectors 
also  condemned  1,588  sand  crabs,  144  lobsters, 
and  39  crawfish. 

Milk  Supply. — In  the  Brisbane  metropolitan 
area  two  full-time  inspectors,  with  the  occasional 
help  of  a  cadet  inspector,  have  concentrated 
upon  the  work  of  milk  control  during  the  entire 
year. 

The  continual  provision  of  motor  transport 
facilities  has  enabled  these  officers  to  exercise 
a  more  efficient  supervision  over  the  sale  of  milk 
than  was  possible  in  former  years. 

This  work  has,  following  the  lines  adopted  in 
the  year  previous,  been  divided  into  three  sec- 
tions,‘viz. : — 

1.  Sampling  for  chemical  analysis. 

2.  Sampling  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 

tion. 

3.  Inspection  of  premises,  &c. 

The  work  of  milk-sampling  for  chemical  pur¬ 
poses  has  covered  a  wide  field  of  operations,  and 
has  included  sampling  from  wholesale  and  retail 
milk  vendors’  premises,  vehicles,  farms,  railway 
stations,  and  cafes. 

During  the  year  officers  of  Headquarters  Staff 
obtained  1,273  legal  samples  of  milk.  This  num¬ 
ber  is  a  gratifying  increase  of  156  (or  14  per 
cent.)  on  last  year’s  record  total  of  1,117 
samples. 

Of  the  total  number  of  samples  submitted 
during  the  year,  1,203  were  obtained  in  Brisbane 
and  suburbs,  Ipswich,  Redcliffe,  Sandgate, 
Wynnum,  and  Manly. 


Headquarters  officers  on  tour  in  the  country 
obtained  70  samples  of  milk  from  Gympie, 
Maryborough,  Gayndah,  Biggenden,  Coolan- 
gatta,  Southport,  Mitchell,  and  Boonah. 

The  percentage  of  adulterated  samples  was 
very  low— probably  the  lowest  on  record — the 
reasons  for  this  being  as  follows : — 

1.  The  abnormally  good  seasons  enjoyed  by 

the  producers. 

2.  The  existing  low  price  of  milk  and  the 

ease  with  which  it  could  be  obtained. 

3.  The  exceptionally  keen  competition 

among  retailers,  where  a  prosecution 
for  adulterated  milk  would  give  other 
distributors  an  undoubted  advantage 
over  the  penalised  vendor. 

However,  a  bad  season  and  a  paucity  of 
supplies  would,  unfortunately,  be  likely  to 
render  the  unscrupulous  vendor  prone  to  adul¬ 
teration,  and  it,  therefore,  is  essential  that  the 
routine  sampling  of  milk  be  carried  on  as 
vigorously  as  ever. 

During  the  year  546  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  and 
these  included  samples  for  count,  tubercle 
bacillus  examination,  and  examination  for  the 
presence  of  colon  bacillus,  streptococcus 
mastitidis. 


The  following  table  will  show  the  improve¬ 
ment  effected  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year : — 


Bacteria  per  cubic  Centimetre. 

1929-30. 

1930-31. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Under 

10,000 

•  •  •  « 

2-73 

14-49 

Under 

50,000 

•  •  •  • 

15-03 

42-62 

Under 

100,000 

•  •  •  • 

28-47 

54-49 

Under 

500,000 

•  •  •  • 

63-10 

77-68 

Under  1,000,000 

.  . 

76-77 

84-35 

This  improvement,  especially  in  the  percentage 
of  samples  coming  within  the  lower  ranges,  is 
very  gratifying,  and  with  the  keen  interest 
evinced  by  producers  and  the  advice  tendered 
by  Departmental  officials,  there  is  no  reason  why 
a  further  improvement  in  bacterial  quality 
should  not  be  effected. 

Inspections  of  milksellers’  premises  and 
vehicles  have  been  made  as  usual,  and  wherever 
faults  have  been  detected  the  instructions  neces¬ 
sary  for  their  correction  have  been  given  by  our 
officers.  Tn  most  instances  the  required  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  promptly  effected. 

There  still,  however,  remain  a  few  milksellers’ 
premises  which  do  not  comply  with  require¬ 
ments,  and  these  are  receiving  the  attention  of 
the  Department  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  matter  of  motor  vehicles  used  in  the 
transport  of  milk  for  sale,  the  inspectors  have 
insisted  upon  impervious  interiors  free  from 
upholstery. 

Milk-sampling  for  Purposes  of  Chemical 
Analysis. — It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  owing 
to  the  uninterrupted  activities  of  our  inspectors 
the  percentage  of  watered  milks  as  disclosed  by 
the  analysts’  reports  was  reduced  from  6-5  per 
cent,  of  the  year  previous  to  2-5  per  cent. — which 
is  the  lowest  on  record. 


16 


Milk  Prosecutions. — During  the  current  year 
officers  of  Headquarters  Staff  proceeded  against 
fourteen  vendors  for  the  offence  of  selling  adul¬ 
terated  milk,  a  conviction  being  obtained  in  each 
instance. 

Total  'penalties  imposed  by  the  police  magis¬ 
trates  amount  to — Fines  £106  10s.  and  costs  £21 
9s.  6d. — being  an  average  fine  of  £7  12s.  Id.  and 
average  costs  £1  10s.  8d.  per  case. 

Other  prosecutions  under  the  Health  Acts  and 
the  Milksellers’  Regulations  to  the  number  of 
sixteen  were  undertaken  by  Headquaiffers 
inspectors,  and  a  conviction  obtained  in  each 
case. 

Total  penalties  imposed  amount  to — Fines  £26 
9s.  6d.  and  costs  £4  18s.— or  an  average  fine  of 
£1  13s.  Id.  and  average  costs  6s.  Id.  per  case. 

These  prosecutions  were  taken  against  persons 
selling  milk  without  a  license,  delivering  milk 
for  sale  in  unlidded  measures,  carrying  milk  in 
uncovered  carts,  failing  to  exhibit  name  and 
address  on  vehicles,  carrying  kitchen  refuse  on 
milk  cart,  filling  milk-bottles  in  the  street,  selling 
milk  having  an  excessive  bacteria  count,  &c. 

Liquor  Inspection  and  Hotels. — During  the 
year  hotel  inspection  in  the  Brisbane  metro¬ 
politan  area  has  been  given  attention  as  oppor¬ 
tunity  offered,  and  one  officer  detailed  for  the 
work.  A  general  improvement  in  the  conduct  of 
city  hotels  was  evidenced. 

In  recent  years  many  of  these  establishments 
have  been  either  rebuilt  or  remodelled  on 
modern  lines,  and  consequently  it  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  require  any  extensive  struc¬ 
tural  alterations  under  the  Health  Acts  during 
the  period  under  review. 

The  testing  of  spirituous  liquors  dispensed  in 
hotel  bars  has  been  systematically  carried  out, 
and  as  a  result  of  these  inspections  warnings 
were,  in  a  number  of  instances,  given  to  hotel- 
keepers  where  minor  breaches  of  the  Health 
Acts  were  disclosed. 

The  prosecution  of  hotel  licensees  was,  how¬ 
ever,  found  necessary  in  five  instances.  These 
cases  were  as  follows : — 

(a)  “False  Description’’  (selling  spirits  not  true 
to  label) — Three  cases.  This  offence  usually 
consists  in  the  refilling  of  proprietary  brand 
bottles  with  draught  spirit — a  practice  which  is 
not  so  common  now  as  was  the  case  a  few  years 
ago. 

■  (b)  “Adulteration’’  (selling  spirits  which  had 
been  sophisticated  with  added  water  and  did 
not  conform  to  the  prescribed  alcoholic  standard 
of  strength)- — One  case. 

(c)  “Obstruction’’  (refusing  to  allow  an  officer  to 
take  or  obtain  a  sample  of  whisky  for  purposes 
of  analysis) — One  case. 

In  each  of  the  above  cases  a  conviction  was 
obtained  and  penalties  amounting  to  a  total  of — 
Fines  £40  15s.  6d.,  and  costs  £4  Os.  6d.  imposed 
— being  an  average  fine  of  £8  3s.  Id.,  and  aver¬ 
age  costs  16s.  Id.  per  case. 

In  addition  to  these  prosecutions,  two  further 
cases  of  adulteration  of  spirits  are  at  present, 
being  dealt  with  by  the  Department. 

Rum  below  Standard. — In  a  number  of 
instances  it  was  found  that  the  use  of  faulty 
dispensing  apparatus  was  responsible  for  the 
exposure  for  sale  of  rum  which  was  not  up  to 
standard  strength. 


The  practice  in  the  average  hotel  bar  is  to 
draw  “nips”  of  rum  from  a  small  wooden  keg 
to  which  is  fitted  a  metal  tap  and  glass  measure. 

In  quite  a  number  of  instances  this  fitting  was 
found  to  be  faulty,  allowing  the  spirit  to  con¬ 
tinuously  drip  from  the  mouth  of  the  tap. 

A  jug  or  similar  receptacle  is  placed  under  the 
tap  to  catch  the  drips  of  spirit,  and  when  this 
receptacle  becomes  full  its  contents  are  emptied 
back  into  the  keg — the  operation  being  repeated 
as  often  as  is  necessary. 

It  was  on  such  occasions  that  the  rum  being 
sold  from  these  kegs  was  found  to  be  below 
standard  in  alcoholic  strength,  the  loss  of 
strength  being  no  doubt  due  to  evaporation  from 
the  exposed  spirit. 

To  test  this  theory  rum  was  examined  from 
a  number  of  kegs  fitted  with  faulty  taps  and 
found  to  be  below  standard,  whilst  the  rum 
caught  from  the  tap-drippings  was  of  a  still 
lesser  strength. 

In  one  specific  instance  the  keg  contained  rum 
with  an  alcoholic  strength  of  41  degrees  under¬ 
proof,  whilst  the  drippings  which  had  been 
caught  in  a  large  glass  jar  placed  on  the  floor 
had  an  alcoholic  strength  of  62  degrees  under¬ 
proof  only.  Where  these  faulty  fittings  were 
located  the  hotel  proprietor  was  warned  and 
instructed  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  leaky 
dispenser.  Iieinspection  of  such  bars  was  made 
at  a  later  date  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
matters  had  been  rectified. 

Apart  from  Brisbane,  seven  prosecutions  for 
the  sale  of  adulterated  liquor  (brandy,  whisky, 
and  rum)  were  undertaken  against  certain  hotel- 
keepers  in  Clyinpie  and  Maryborough  by  Head¬ 
quarters  inspectors  on  tour. 

A  conviction  was  obtained  In  each  instance, 
and  penalties  totalling — Fines  £39  and  costs  £8 
11s.  6cl.  imposed — being  an  average  fine  of  £5 
11s.  5d.  and  average  costs  £1  4s.  6d.  per  case. 

Bottles. — Some  trouble  was  experienced  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  owing  to  a  trade  dislocation  in  the 
supply  and  handling  of  second-hand  bottles. 
This  was  caused  mainly  by  the  bottle  merchants 
temporarily  suspending  buying  operations  and 
the  gatherers  disposing  of  bottles  direct  to  food 
packers  without  the  essential  preliminary  sterili¬ 
sation  of  the  containers.  However,  a  quick 
grasp  of  the  situation  and  insistence  upon 
observance  of  Departmental  requirements  pre¬ 
vented  the  development  of  serious  trouble  and 
relieved  the  situation. 

As  the  result  of  their  experiences  in  such  con¬ 
nection  certain  food  packers  have  decided  in 
their  business  interests  to  provide  themselves 
with  bottle-washing  plants  capable  of  satisfying 
their  business  requirements,  thus  rendering 
themselves  independent  of  the  bottle  merchant. 

Headquarters  Staff  (General). — Officers  of 
Headquarters  Staff  have  during  the  period  under 
review  proceeded  on  the  routine  lines  of  previ¬ 
ous  years,  paying  visits  of  inspection  to  whole¬ 
sale  warehouses,  retail  stores,  food  factories, 
canning  works,  cold  stores,  aerated  water  fac¬ 
tories,  bakehouses,  markets,  &c.,  in  addition  to 
which  they  have  inspected  refreshment  booths 
on  show  grounds  and  racecourses,  and  have  per¬ 
formed  food  sampling  and  bread- weighing  as 
required, 
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Outside  of  the  Brisbane  metropolitan  area 
officers  of  Headquarters  Staff  have  paid  visits  of 
inspection  to  the  following  places : — Mundub- 
bera,  Eidsvold,  Monto,  Gayndah,  Byrnestown, 
Gooroolba,  Degilbo,  Biggenden,  Dallarnil, 
Childers,  Cordalba,  Doolbi,  Howard,  Torbanlea, 
Maryborough,  Pialba,  Scarness,  Torquay, 
Urangan,  Ipswich,  Boonah,  Kalbar,  Peak  Cross¬ 
ing,  Roadvale,  Harrisville,  Yarraman,  Black- 
butt,  Linville,  Moore,  Toogoolawah,  Esk, 
Coominya,  Lowood,  Fernvale,  Marburg,  Rose¬ 
wood,  Grandchester,  Laidley,  Forest  Hill, 
Grantham,  Gatton,  Miles,  Jackson,  Yeulba, 
Wallumbilla,  Roma,  Muckadilla,  Amby,  Mitchell, 
Morven,  Charleville,  Quilpie,  Cunnamulla, 
Wyandra,  Augathella,  Landsborough,  Mooloolah, 
Palmwoods,  Marooehydore,  Alexandra  Head¬ 
lands,  Woombye,  Nambour,  Yandina,  Cooroy, 
Tewantin,  Gympie  Terrace,  Noosa  Heads,  Coo- 
lum  Beach,  Pomona,  Cooran,  Gympie,  Imbil, 
Brooloo,  Kandanga,  Caloundra,  Maryborough, 
Southport,  Coolangatta,  Burleigh  Heads,  Bur¬ 
leigh  West,  Currumbin,  Beenleigh,  Yatala, 
Alberton,  Bethania  Junction,  Waterford, 
Beaudesert,  Lamington,  Rathdowney,  Logan 
Village,  and  Canungra. 

Unsound  Food. — Arising  out  of  these  inspec¬ 
tions  unsound  and  deteriorated  foods  of  various 
kinds  of  weight  totalling  10  tons;  19  cwt.  2  qr. 
1  lb.  8  oz.  has  been  removed  from  sale  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  to  the  satisfaction  of  Headquarters 
officers,  in  addition  to  which  some  500  dozen 
cabbages,  and  a  quantity  of  cigarettes,  patent 
medicines,  &c.,  of  no  specified  weight  have  been 
condemned  as  unfit  for  consumption  or  use  bv 
man. 

Prosecutions. — Thirteen  prosecutions  were 
undertaken  by  Headquarters  inspectors  in  Bris¬ 
bane  and  country  areas,  a  conviction  being 
obtained  in  each  instance,  penalties  totalling — 
Fines  £53  17s.  6d.  and  costs  £11  Is.  being  im¬ 
posed — being  an  average  fine  of  £4  2s.  lOd.  and 
average  costs  17s.  per  case. 

Included  in  these  cases  were  prosecutions  for 
the  sale  of  adulterated  mince  meat,  adulterated 
apples,  adulterated  soap,  shortweight  bread, 
unclean  premises,  unclean  food  delivery,  sale  of 
unlabelled  oysters,  using  bakehouse  as  a  sleeping 
apartment,  &c. 

Sampling  (Chemical) . — During  the  fiscal  year 
a  grand  total  of  3,037  samples  of  foods,  drugs, 
and  miscellaneous  articles  were  obtained  by  the 
Department’s  inspectors  and  submitted  to  the 
Government  Chemical  Laboratory  for  analysis. 

Of  this  number  1,747  were  legal  samples  pro¬ 
cured  strictly  in  accordance  with  requirements 
of  the  Health  Acts,  and  1 ,290  “unofficial” 
samples  obtained  informally  for  purposes  of 
general  investigation. 

These  samples,  which  will  be  dealt  with  in 
detail  in  the  Government  Analyst’s  report, 
included  beverages  and  cordials,  condiments, 
confectionery,  essences,  fish  (preserved),  fruit 
(preserved),  fruit  juices,  jam  and  honey,  meat 
and  vegetables,  milk,  spirituous  liquors,  vinegar, 
drugs  and  medicines,  water  and  sewage,  and 
miscellaneous  articles. 

Contaminated  Vegetables. — Cabbages  and 
cauliflowers  contaminated  with  arsenate  of  lead 
continue  to  be  sent  in  for  sale  by  farmers  to  the 
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Turbot  street  and  Roma  street  markets,  despite 
warnings  given  to  growers  and  the  seizure  of 
consignments  of  such  articles  in  previous  years. 

For  the  period  1st  July,  1930,  to  30th  June, 
1931,  486  dozen  cabbages  and  cauliflowers  were 
found  upon  analysis  to  be  heavily  contaminated 
with  arsenate  of  lead,  and  consequently  were 
condemned  and  seized  and  finally  destroyed. 

The  majority  of  consignments  of  these  vege¬ 
tables  were  found  in  the  possession  of  the  owner, 
or  the  owner’s  carrier,  in  course  of  delivery  to 
the  markets,  whilst  the  remainder  were  located 
in  the  possession  of  commission  agents  at  the 
markets. 

In  the  attempt  to  secure  the  passing  and  sale 
of  contaminated  cabbages  a  number  of  growers 
have  resorted  to  the  practice  of  washing  same 
immediately  prior  to  their  dispatch  to  market. 

In  this  connection  it  has  been  found  that  it 
is  practically  impossible  to  free  the  cabbage 
of  poison  by  such  means,  the  washing  resulting 
merely  in  the  arsenate  of  lead  being  distributed 
over  the  entire  cabbage. 

Whilst  the  cabbage  is  in  this  wet  condition 
the  presence  of  the  poison  cannot  readily  be 
detected  by  ordinary  inspection,  but  upon  it 
becoming  dry  the  poison  shows  white  over  the 
outer  leaves  and  heart. 

From  this  it  will  he  seen  that  the  washing  of 
cabbages  does  not  remove  arsenate  of  lead  from 
the  leaves  and  renders  the  proper  inspection  of 
them  difficult. 

The  majority  of  growers  who  have  been  treat¬ 
ing  cabbages  with  this  particular  poison  have 
stripped  the  outer  contaminated  leaves  before 
sending  them  to  market,  leaving  only  the  white 
heart  of  the  cabbage  which  is  usually  free  of  the 
substance. 

Whilst  this  stripping  may  render  the  cabbage 
safe,  it  nevertheless  depreciates  its  selling  value 
at  least  50  per  cent. 

Tt  is  contended  by  many  farmers  that  cab¬ 
bages  cannot  be  grown  in  the  Cleveland-Redland 
Bay  areas  without  the  use  of  arsenate  of  lead. 

That  this  contention  is  not  in  accord  with 
facts  is  borne  out  by  analyses  made  of  cabbages 
grown  in  those  districts,  and  which  had  been 
sprayed  with  a  nicotine  solution  only,  when  the 
analyst  failed  to  discover  any  trace  of  arsenic, 
lead,  or  nicotine. 

The  farmers’  preference  for  arsenate  of  lead  in 
combating  insect  pests  appears  to  rest  on  its 
lasting  properties,  as  this  poison  will  adhere  to 
the  cabbage  lor  a  long  time  and  does  not  lose 
its  potency  by  exposure  to  the  elements,  whereas 
in  the  case  of  other  poisons  such  as  nicotine 
sulphate  and  certain  proprietary  preparations, 
it  is  necessary  to  repeatedly  continue  the  spray¬ 
ing  operation  during  the  entire  period  of  growth 
of  the  cabbage  if  the  grub  pest  is  to  be  kept 
under  control. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  readily  appreciated  that 
time  and  labour  in  the  treatment  of  his  vege¬ 
tables  in  this  manner  is  a  big  factor  for  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  grower. 

The  work  of  inspection  of  cabbages  by  our 
officers  at  the  markets  during  the  early  morning 
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hours  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  cour¬ 
tesy  of  the  Committee  of  Direction  of  Fruit 
Marketing  in  placing  a  room  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Department,  which  permitted  the  fitting-up 
of  a  temporary  chemical  laboratory  on  the  spot, 
thus  resulting  in  the  immediate  handling  of 
samples  by  the  State  Analyst  detailed  by  the 
Government  Analyst,  Mr.  J.  B.  Henderson,  to 
perform  the  work. 

In  view  of  its  experiences  in  connection  with 
the  misuse  of  arsenate  of  lead  by  vegetable 
growers  during  the  present  season,  notwith¬ 
standing  previous  advice  and  cautions,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  prohibiting  its  use  for  such  purposes  is 
one  which,  in  the  interests  of  public  health,  the 
Department  at  present  has  under  serious  con¬ 
sideration.  Conferences  have  been  held  with 
growers’  representatives  and  with  officers  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Stock  during 
the  year  on  the  subject  of  the  treatment  of  groov¬ 
ing  cabbages. 

Certain  investigations  at  present  being  carried 
out  by  the  Agricultural  Department’s  Entomo¬ 
logist  are  nearing  completion,  the  results  of 
which  may  possibly  indicate  some  satisfactory 
substitute  for  lead  arsenate. 

Fruit  Drinks. — At  the  beginning  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  fiscal  year  fruit  drinks  came  into  prominence 
— more  especially  orange  drinks. 

A  number  of  the  beverages  were  prepared 
directly  from  the  expressed  juice  of  the  fruit, 
whilst  in  other  instances  the  manufacturer  fell 
back  on  concentrated  juices  supplied  from  the 
Southern  States  and  other  places. 

An  exhaustive  examination  of  all  the  orange 
drinks  upon  the  local  market  disclosed  the  fact 
that  very  few  contained  5  per  cent,  or  more  of 
orange  juice,  wffiilst  the  majority  contained  from 
2  per  cent,  dowm  to  a  trace  of  juice. 

The  question  was  thereupon  discussed  wTith 
representatives  of  the  aerated  water  and  allied 
trades,  and  after  going  very  fully  into  the 
matter  with  such  persons  and  giving  due  con¬ 
sideration  to  their  representations,  it  was  ulti¬ 
mately  decided  to  issue  a  regulation  defining 
fruit  drinks  and  to  frame  a  standard  requiring 
that  every  such  drink  shall  contain  not  less  than 
5  per  cent,  of  the  juice  of  the  fruit  after  which 
it  is  named. 

This  standard,  which  was  gazetted  on  20tli 
December  last,  should  have  the  effect  of  greatly 
improving  the  quality  of  fruit  drinks  offered 
to  the  public  during  the  forthcoming  summer 
season. 

Bakehouses  and  Bakers. — -During  the  year  all 
bakehouses  in  the  Brisbane  area  have  been 
visited  by  our  officers  for  the  purpose  of  general 
inspection  and  of  weighing  bread,  &c.,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  which  still  further  visits  to  such  premises 
had  to  be  made  during  the  daytime  and  at  night 
in  connection  with  the  examination  of  the  hands 
and  forearms  of  bakers  and  doughmakers. 

In  such  connection  during  such  visits  our 
officer  obtained  samples  for  analysis  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  materials  used  by  bakers  for  the  purpose  of 
accelerating  the  action  of  yeast. 

During  the  course  of  such  inspections  our 
officer  examined  the  hands  and  forearms  of  some 
225  persons  employed  at  42  bakehouses  in  the 
work  of  making  bread  for  sale. 


In  one  instance  only  was  any  suspicion  of  skin 
disease  detected,  and  in  this  case — that  of  a 
hard-working  master  baker  of  the  old  school — 
it  transpired  that  no  dough-accelerator  of  any 
description  was  being  used. 

Of  the  42  bakehouses  visited  32  were  using 
dough-mixing  machines,  and  in  the  remaining 
10  premises  all  doughs  were  worked  by  hand. 

At  32  of  the  bakehouses  dough  accelerators 
were  being  used,  and  in  10  of  them  the  bakers 
were  not  using  such  substances. 

From  above  results  it  would  appear  that  the 
question  of  chemical  dough  accelerators  is  of  no 
special  importance  from  a  public  health  pioint 
of  view  in  this  State  at  present,  and  that  the 
weeping  crusting  eczema  observed  in  other 
States  on  the  hands  and  forearms  of  bakers 
and  doughmakers  has  not  so  far  made  its 
appearance  here. 


Electrical  Freezers. 

During  the  year  it  came  under  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  notice  that  the  ice  moulds  in  electrical 
refrigerators  on  certain  retail  storekeepers’ 
premises  were  being  used  to  freeze  substances 
other  than  water,  and  as  some  of  the  liquids 
used  contained  fruit  juices  a  special  investiga¬ 
tion  was  made. 

Upon  inspection  it  was  found  that  a  number 
of  the  ice-trays  in  freezers  of  this  description 
were  composed  of  tin-coatecl  copper,  and  in 
numerous  instances  an  appreciable  proportion 
of  the  tin  coat  was  missing  with  a  consequent 
exposure  of  the  copper  service.  In  certain  cases 
the  trays  showed  a  coating  of  verdegris. 

These  trays  were  originally  intended  to  be 
used  as  water  containers  only,  and  were  not 
designed  to  hold  fruit  juices  and  other  acid 
substances. 

Realising  the  danger  to  consumers  of  juices 
treated  in  trays  of  this  kind — more  particularly 
in  the  case  of  children  who  are  the  principal 
consumers  of  such  frozen  dainties — the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  officers  got  into  immediate  touch  with 
the  representatives  of  the  manufacturers  of 
the  principal  makes  of  apparatus  of  this  kind 
and  placed  the  position  beforp  them. 

These  gentlemen  quickly  grasped  the  situa¬ 
tion  and  assured  our  officers  of  their  hearty 
co-operation,  promising  to  replace  ice-trays  of 
the  kind  indicated  by  trays  of  some  approved 
material  which  would  be  incapable  of  imparting 
any  injurious  property  to  fruit  juices  and  other 
acid  substances  frozen  therein. 

All  defective  trays  observed  by  our  inspectors 
were  withdrawn  from  use  and  are  now  being 
refitted  by  the  makers. 

Poisons. 

The  regulations  controlling  the  sale,  use,  and 
possession  of  prisons  were  enforced  in  the  Bris¬ 
bane  metropolitan  area  and  certain  country  dis¬ 
tricts  during  the  year  by  officers  of  Headquarters 
Staff,  who  paid  visits  of  inspection  to  the  pre¬ 
mises  of  licensed  poison  dealers  (wholesale  and 
retail)  chemists,  drapers,  and  general  store¬ 
keepers. 
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The  majority  of  the  breaches  coming  under 
notice  were  of  a  minor  character,  and  when  these 
were  detected  the  matter  was  immediately 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  responsible 
party  and  an  assurance  obtained  that  the  defect 
would  be  corrected  forthwith.  In  a  number  of 
instances  notices  in  writing  were  served  by 
inspectors  specifying  requirements. 

The  wide  scope  of  the  field  covered  by  the 
Poisons  Regulations  and  the  large  number  of 
new  proprietary  medicines  and  preparations 
constantly  coming  into  the  local  market,  parti¬ 
cularly  from  other  States,  entails  quite  a  lot  of 
work,  as  a  large  number  of  such  are  either 
incorrectly  labelled  or  packed  and  frequently 
get  into  the  hands  of  persons  who  under  the 
Queensland  law  are  not  permitted  to  handle 
poisons. 

Some  years  back  an  arrangement  was  made  by 
the  Department  whereby  drapery  and  depart¬ 
ment  stores  issuing  catalogues  would  submit 
“proof  copy”  of  the  patent  and  proprietary 
medicine  sections  to  this  Office  for  scrutiny  in 
re  “Schedule  No.  1  Poisons.”  This  was  adhered 
to  for  some  considerable  time,  but  recently  neg¬ 
lect  has  crept  in  with  the  result  that  a  number 
of  prohibited  lines  gradually  found  their  way 
back  into  catalogues,  which  necessitated  the 
Department  insisting  upon  a  return  to  the 
original  arrangement. 

Strychnine. — During  the  course  of  the  year 
two  local  merchants  received  orders  for  the 
supply  of  1,929  1-oz.  bottles  of  strychnine  from 
a  poisons  dealer  in  the  city,  and  not  having 
sufficient  stocks  on  hand  procured  the  poison 
from  the  South  through  brokers.  The  orders 
were  executed  and  delivery  made,  when  upon 
making  an  inspection  of  the  poison  dealer’s  pre¬ 
mises  our  officer  found  that  829  oz.  of  this 
strychnine  were  packed  in  plain  white  bottles 
of  a  type  usually  employed  to  hold  food  or 
drugs  instead  of  in  the  prescribed  poisons  con¬ 
tainer. 

This  stock  was  placed  under  seal  and  the  per¬ 
sons  concerned  notified  of  the  action  taken. 

It  was  then  explained  that  the  order  placed 
in  the  South  was  for  1,929  1-oz.  bottles  of 
strychnine  to  comply  with  requirements  of  the 
Queensland  Health  Acts.  Delivery  was  made 
direct  from  wharf  to  purchaser. 

The  merchants  when  approached  undertook 
to  repack  or  replace  the  strychnine  in  approved 
containers  properly  labelled.  This  arrangement 
was  honoured  and  no  further  action  taken  by 
the  Department. 

Dangerous  Drugs. 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  by  our  officer 
to  the  sections  of  the  Regulations  dealing  with 
the  sale  of  dangerous  drugs,  and  in  such  connec¬ 
tion  he  has  had  to  warn  chemists  concerning 
neglect  in  the  matter  of  keeping  the  special 
register  of  sales  required  by  Regulation  No.  24. 

Our  inspector  also  directs  attention  to  the 
fact  that  medical  practitioners  are  not  always 
sufficiently  particular  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
they  prescribe  poisons  which  are  included  in 
Regulation  No.  21 — more  particularly  where 
proprietary  preparations  coming  within  such 


category  are  concerned — thus  placing  the 
chemist  who  is  called  upon  to  dispense  the 
prescription  in  an  invidious  position. 

In  such  connection  I  would  remark  that  the 
majority  of  the  chemists  visited  by  our  officers 
complain  of  the  lack  of  co-operation  by  medical 
men  in  discharging  their  responsibilities  under 
Regulation  No.  21. 

Prosecutions. — On  occasions  it  has  come  under 
the  notice  of  the  Department  that  persons  not 
being  medical  practitioners  were  writing 
prescriptions  containing  dangerous  drugs 
included  in  Regulation  No.  21  of  the  Poisons 
Regulations. 

Investigations  were  conducted  by  an  officer  of 
Headquarters  Staff  which  resulted  in  one  per¬ 
son  being  prosecuted,  convicted,  and  fined  £10, 
with  costs  3s.  6d. 

With  the  able  assistance  of  the  Inni'sfail  police 
an  officer  of  Headquarters  Staff  was  enabled  to 
proceed  against  a  chemist  for  breaches  of  Regu¬ 
lations  Nos.  12  and  21  of  the  Poisons  Regula¬ 
tions,  one  of  which  was  successful,  the  other 
being  dismissed  by  the  bench  owing  to  the  chief 
Crown  witness  failing  to  furnish  in  court  the 
evidence  he  had  given  in  his  statement. 

The  successful  conviction  (which  was  later 
appealed  against  and  was  sustained)  entailed 
a  fine  of  £5,  and  costs  £75  6s. 

Costs  of  appeal  were  also  granted  by  the 
Supreme  Court.- 

Cocaine. — During  the  period  under  review 
eight  prosecutions  were  successfully  undertaken 
by  police  officers  in  the  Brisbane  metropolitan 
area,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Health 
Acts,  of  individuals  found  by  them  either  selling 
or  in  unlawful  possession  of  cocaine. 

The  penalties  recovered  by  the  police  authori¬ 
ties  in  such  connection  total — Fines  £120,  and 
costs  £5  8s. 

Townsville. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  Department’s  sub¬ 
office  at  Townsville,  who  has  conducted  opera¬ 
tions  on  the  usual  routine  lines  throughout  the 
year,  reports  that  with  the  exception  of  the 
opening  in  Townsville  of  a  few  smallgoods 
shops  with  modern  equipment  and  the  erection 
of  a  plant  at  Ingham  for  the  pasteurisation  of 
milk,  which  is  conveyed  to  Townsville  in  cans 
in  an  insulated  railway  van  and  bottled  by 
machinery  under  approved  conditions,  there  is 
little  change  to  record  from  his  centre. 

Liquor-testing  and  bread-weighing  has  been 
carried  out,  food  stocks  examined,  premises 
inspected,  and  milk  samples  obtained  for 
chemical  analysis;  also  the  requirements  of  the 
Poisons  Regulations  have  received  his  attention. 

Unsound  Food. — Unsound  and  deteriorated 
foods  of  a  total  weight  of  1  ton  15  cwt.  2  qr. 
10  lb.  was  condemned  and  disposed  of  to  our 
officers’  satisfaction. 

These  lines  included  fish,  meat,  fruit,  and 
vegetables. 

Samples. — Twenty-five  samples  of  milk,  2 
brandy,  2  tinned  fish,  and  2  poisons  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  analysis. 
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Prosecutions. — Six  prosecutions  (three  short- 
weight  bread,  two  selling  milk  without  a 
license,  one  adulterated  milk)  were  successfully 
conducted  by  our  officer  during  the  year,  and 
penalties  amounting  to — Fines  £20  17s.,  and 
costs  £2  2s.,  recovered. 

Outside  townships  visited  were  Ingham  (3), 
Macknade,  Halifax,  Victoria,  Trebonne,  Mount 
Coolan,  Brandon,  Ayr,  and  Home  Hill. 

Toowoomba. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  Toowoomba  sub-office 
reports  that  owing  to  curtailment  of  Country 
tours  during  the  period  under  review,  he  was 
able  to  devote  more  attention  to  inspections 
under  the  pure  food  sections  of  the  Health  Acts 
in  and  around  his  head  centre. 

As  a  result,  the  quota  of  milk  samples  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  analyst  shows  an  advance  on  the 
numbers  of  previous  years,  while  the  results 
indicate  that  an  article  of  better  quality  is  now 
supplied  to  local  consumers,  and  this  improve¬ 
ment  is  largely  due  to  the  extra  supervision 
made  possible  by  our  inspectors’  possession  of 
adequate  motor-car  equipment. 

A  total  of  184  milk  samples  was  submitted  to 
the  analyst,  of  which  13  of  the  number  failed 
to  comply  with  the  standard — 11  being  deficient 
in  butter-fat  and  2  adulterated  with  added 
water. 

In  the  case  of  the  former  the  suppliers  were 
interviewed,  and  investigations  proved  that  the 
deficiencies  were  attributable  to  natural  con¬ 
ditions,  and,  therefore,  no  legal  proceedings 
were  ordered,  but  the  respective  vendors  were 
required  to  adjust  conditions  to  ensure  the 
necessary  improvement  in  quality. 

The  suppliers  of  the  two  latter  samples  were, 
however,  duly  prosecuted  and  convictions 
obtained  in  each  instance. 

Prosecutions. — Legal  proceedings  wTere  found 
necessary  on  only  six  occasions,  and  all  of  such 
arose  out  of  the  sale  of  adulterated  articles. 
Convictions,  together  with  penalties  totalling — 
Fines  £14  and  costs  £4  18s.  were  imposed  in  the 
four  prosecutions  heard  by  the  court,  and  two 
cases  remain  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  near  future. 
The  articles  included  in  the  four  cases  referred 
to  were  milk  (2)  and  rum  (2). 

Unsound  Foods. — As  a  result  of  his  inspec¬ 
tions  our  officer  has  found  it  necessary  to  deal 
with  a  quantity  of  assorted  unsound  and 
deteriorated  food  material  amounting  in  weight 
to  3  tons  19  cwt.  2  qr.  5  lb.,  all  of  which  was 
disposed  of  in  a  manner  to  his  satisfaction. 

Sampling. — During  the  year  a  total  of  195 
samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  from 
Toowoomba  sub-office. 

Towns  visited  outside  of  Toowoomba  were — 
Clifton,  Dirranbandi.  Thallon.  Nindi  Gully,  St. 
George,  Mungindi,  Dareel,  Dalby,  Bell,  and 
Cambooya. 

Rockhampton. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  Rockhampton  sub- 
office  reports  that  during  the  year  the  usual 
strict  attention  was  paid  to  premises  manufac¬ 


turing,  handling,  and  storing  food  within  the 
city  and  instruction  and  advice  given  as  occasion 
warranted.  In  certain  instances  he  found  it 
necessary  to  issue  written  notices  upon 
offenders. 

Regular  attention  has  been  given  to  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  milk  in  the  city,  and  as  a  result 
of  several  early  morning  tours  a  total  of  sixty 
samples  of  milk  were  obtained  and  submitted 
for  analysis. 

Of  this  number  seven  were  found  to  contain 
added  water,  and  legal  proceedings  instituted 
against  the  offenders — a  conviction  being 
obtained  in  each  case. 

Penalties  totalling — Fines  £52  10s.  and  costs 
£12  Is.  were  imposed  by  the  magistrate — being 
an  average  fine  of  £7  10s.,  and  average  costs  £1 
14s.  5d.  per  case. 

Two  of  the  milk  vendors  included  in  the  above 
list  of  cases  had  a  previous  similar  conviction 
recorded  against  them,  and  consequently  their 
respective  milksellers’  licenses  were  cancelled. 

In  addition  four  vendors  were  proceeded 
against  for  failing  to  comply  with  written 
notices  issued  upon  them  under  the  Milksellers’ 
Regulations  and  convictions  obtained — the  total 
penalties  amounting  to — Fines  £2  5s.  and  costs 
14s. 

A  prosecution  for  the  offence  of  carrying 
water  on  a  milk-cart  which  was  carried  over 
from  the  previous  year  was  also  dealt  with, 
defendant  being  convicted  and  fined  £5,  with 
3s.  6d.  costs. 

Hotels. — Inspection  of  hotels  and  testing  of 
liquor  have  also  been  attended  to  by  our  officer, 
who  reports  that  conditions,  so  far  as  the 
standard  of  spirits  is  concerned,  have  been  well 
maintained. 

It  was  ascertained  during  the  year,  however, 
that  several  hotel-keepers  were  still  making  use 
of  lead  beer-piping  for  drawing  ale  from  the 
cask,  and  prompt  action  to  have  the  practice 
discontinued  and  the  faulty  pipes  replaced  by 
those  composed  of  approved  material  was  taken. 

The  question  of  providing  counter-lunches  in 
hotel  bars  contrary  to  requirements  of  the  Health 
Acts  was  another  matter  that  was  dealt  with 
by  our  inspector,  who  in  adjusting  defects  found 
it  necessary  to  serve  written  notices  upon  eight 
offending  licensees. 

Unsound  Food. — A  quantity  of  assorted  un¬ 
sound  and  deteriorated  food  material  amount¬ 
ing  in  weight  to  12  cwt.  3  qr.  21  lb.  wTas  with¬ 
drawn  from  sale  and  destroyed  under  our 
officers’  supervision  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

Ice-cream. — Special  attention  was  paid  to  the 
various  ice-cream  factories  during  the  summer 
months  and  six  official  samples  of  ice-cream  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  analyst  for  examination.  All  of 
these  were  found  to  conform  to  standard. 

Ice  Distribution. — Legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  against  six  carters  for  the  offence  of 
delivering  ice  in  their  bare  hands.  The  defen¬ 
dants  were  convicted  and  fined  each  2s.  6d.  with 
costs  3s.  6d. 
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Five  notices  were  served  upon  ice-vendors 
requiring  improvements  to  their  delivery  carts. 

Poisons. — A  total  of  forty-two  inspections 
under  the  Poisons  Regulations  have  been  carried 
out  by  our  officer,  who  reports  conditions  in  most 
cases  very  satisfactory. 

In  a  few  of  the  smaller  and  more  isolated 
stores,  however,  such  lines  as  “Lysol”  were  in 
evidence,  but  as  no  previous  warnings  had  been 
issued  notice  was  given  to  discontinue  their  sale 
and  revisits  paid  to  note  compliance. 

Periodical  visits  was  paid  to  chemists’  shops 
and  poisons  sales  registers  examined,  in  addition 
to  a  general  inspection  of  stocks. 

Mackay. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  Mackay  sub-office 
indicates  that  inspections  under  Part  VI.  of  the 
Health  Acts  have  during  the  year  been  con¬ 
ducted  upon  the  usual  routine  lines. 

He  states  that  food  stocks  generally  have  been 
good  and  clean,  with  the  exception  of  fruit  con¬ 
signed  by  rail  from  suppliers  in  the  South,  and 
which  frequently  arrives  at  Mackay  in  an  un¬ 
sound  condition.  Some  of  the  cases  he  con¬ 
siders  were  packed  with  too  ripe  fruit  and  others 
packed  too  tightly,  resulting  in  total  loss  of 
large  quantities. 

Unsound  Foods. — -A  total  quantitv  of  unsound 
and  deteriorated  food  material,  &c.,  amounting 
in  weight  to  6  tons  2  qr.  and  21  lb.,  was 
destroyed  under  the  supervision  of  our  in¬ 
spector.  Of  these  goods  the  greater  proportion 
consists  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  the  remainder 
being  made  up  of  jams  and  marmalade,  pre¬ 
served  fruits,  meat,  fish,  eggs,  and  pickled  pigs’ 
feet ;  also  a  quantity  of  loose  cigarettes. 

Samples. — Ninety-four  samples  of  milk,  one 
sample  of  rum,  and  two  samples  of  water  were 
submitted  to  the  analyst. 

Prosecutions — Six  prosecutions  in  respect  of 
the  sale  of  adulterated  milk  were  taken  by  our 
officer,  and  a  conviction  obtained  in  each  in¬ 
stance,  the  total  penalties  in  these  cases  amount¬ 
ing  to — Fines  £13  10s.,  costs  of  court  17s.  6d., 
analyst’s  fees  £6  6s.,  professional  costs  £5  5s., 
and  witnesses’  expenses  (in  a  case  in  which  the 
analyst  was  required  by  defendant  to  attend 
court  to  give  evidence)  £35  Os.  6d. 

In  the  lastmentioned  case  an  appeal  was 
lodged  against  the  magistrate’s  decision  and  the 
case  sent  on  for  hearing  by  the  High  Court, 
when  judgment  was  given  against  appellant. 

For  the  offence  of  carrying  ice  for  sale  upon 
the  footboard  of  vehicles,  three  ice-carters  were 
proceeded  against,  convicted,  and  fined  10s. 
each,  together  with  3s.  6d.  costs  of  court. 

Poisons. — ' Two  storekeepers  in  Mackay  were 
prosecuted  for  selling — by  having  in  possession 
for  sale  Schedule  No.  1  poisons — and  were  con¬ 
victed  and  fined  each  10s.,  3s.  6d.  costs  of  court, 
and  £1  Is.  analyst’s  fee. 

Cairns. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  Cairns  sub-office 
reports  that  during  the  year  the  handling,  stor¬ 


age,  and  preparation  of  foods  in  his  area  was 
on  the  whole  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

In  one  instance,  however,  it  was  found  neces¬ 
sary  to  apply  for  an  order  requiring  reconstruc¬ 
tion  of  business  premises  which  have  since  been 
destroyed  by  fire. 

Country  Tours. — In  addition  to  his  routine 
duties  in  and  around  Cairns  our  officer  has  paid 
visits  of  inspection  to  the  following  towns,  viz. : 
— Mareeba  (2),  Innisfail  (2),  Silk  wood  (2), 
Tully  (4),  El  Arish,  Gordonvale,  Ravenshoe, 
Herberton,  Atherton,  Millaa  Millaa,  Malanda, 
Yungaburra,  Tolga,  Kuranda,  Townsville,  and 
Redlynch. 

Samples. — Milk  8,  minced  meat  7.  brandy  1, 
whisky  2,  gin  1,  and  beer  2 — total  21 — were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  analyst. 

Unsound.  Food. — Unsound  and  deteriorated 
food  material  of  a  total  weight  of  1  ton  1  cwt. 
1  qr.  1  lb.,  was  destroyed  under  the  supervision 
of  our  officer  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Prosecutions. — A  licensed  victualler  was  prose¬ 
cuted  for  selling  adulterated  gin,  convicted,  and 
fined  £5,  £2  professional  costs,  and  3s.  6d.  costs 
of  court. 

Five  butchers  in  Cairns  were  proceeded 
against  for  selling  mince  meat  adulterated  with 
a  chemical  preservative,  convicted,  and  mulcted 
in  penalties  totalling — Fines  £2,  analyst’s  fees 
£5  5s.,  and  costs  £1  5s.  6d. 


LAZARET,  PEEL  ISLAND. 

The  tables  appearing  hereunder  indicate  the 
number  of  patients  admitted,  discharged,  and 
deaths,  as  well  as  the  number  of  those  under 
treatment  at  the  Lazaret  on  the  31st  December, 
1930.  It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  that  a 
decrease  in '  the  number  of  patients  occurred 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  that  for  the 
previous  year. 

White  Inmates. 

1929. 

Remaining  1st  January 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Deaths 

Total  number,  December,  1929 

1930. 

Remaining  1st  January  .  . 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Deaths 

Disappeared 

Total  number,  December,  1930 

Coloured  Inmates. 

1929. 

Remaining  1st  January 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Deaths 

Total  number,  December,  1929 


30 

6 


36 


33 


33 

6 

—  39 
4 

4 

1 

—  9 

30 


Jo 

0 

—  35 
1 
3 

— -  4 


31 


22 


1930. 

.Remaining  1st  January  -  .  . .  . .  31 

Admitted  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  2 

—  33 

Discharged  .  .  .  .  . .  •  •  2 

Deaths  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  •  7 

—  9 

Total  number,  December,  1930  .  .  24 

Grand  total  remaining  at  Lazaret,  31st  December, 

1929,  64. 

Grand  total  remaining  at  Lazaret,  31st  December, 

1930,  54. 

It  is  pleasing  to  relate  that  a  thorough  good 
feeling  exists  between  the  inmates  and  the  staff, 
whilst  everything  connected  with  the  institu¬ 
tion  is  running  on  harmonious  lines.  Sporting 
events  do  much  in  alleviating  monotony  that 
must  necessarily  exist  at  any  isolated  institu¬ 
tions  such  as  a  Lazaret. 

The  Home  Department  as  in  the  past  con¬ 
tinues  to  grant  all  requests  for  the  issue  of  sport 
appliances,  and  this  generosity  is  much  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  inmates,  who  recognise  that  every¬ 
thing  possible  is  done  to  make  their  lot  as 
pleasant  as  possible.  The  granting  of  plants, 
seeds,  &.c.,  has  done  much  in  making  the  sur¬ 
roundings  more  attractive. 

The  situation  of  the  compound  is  admirable, 
affording  a  splendid  view  of  Moreton  Bay  as 
well  as  the  adjacent  islands  and  mainland.  The 
soil  is  especially  adapted  for  cultivation,  with 
the  result  that  growth  is  prolific,  so  that  any 
effort  in  gardening  is  well  rewarded  by  splendid 
results.  Many  of  the  patients  are  keen  on  fish¬ 
ing,  and  at  times  some  very  satisfactory  catches 
are  recorded  to  their  credit. 

The  island  possesses  a  fine  stretch  of  beach, 
and  swimming  during  the  summer  months  proves 
an  attractive  amusement  to  those  not  keen  on 
other  forms  of  sport. 

The  inmates  are  regularly  visited  by  the 
Medical  Superintendent  of  Dunwich  Benevolent 
Asylum  who  uses  in  his  treatment  chaulmoogra 
oil,  anti-leprol  capsules,  and  alepol.  Smears  are 
•submitted  each  week  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination,  and  it  is  on  results  of  same  and  the 
recommendation  of  the  Medical  Superintendent 
that  the  patient’s  release  is  granted. 

The  Health  Officer  of  the  Department,  Dr.  J. 
Grahame  Drew,  periodically  visits  the  island  and 
takes  a  very  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
inmates.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  at  his 
request,  a  supply  of  “Dil ester,”  a  derivative  of 
Calophyllum  Bigator,  which  is  used  at  the 
Central  Leper  Hospital,  Makogai,  was  obtained. 
This  preparation  is  specially  used  in  nerve  cases 
of  leprosy,  and  it  is  now  on  trial  at  the  Lazaret. 

Relatives  and  friends  of  the  inmates  are  given 
passes  to  the  Lazaret,  and  every  assistance  is 
rendered  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  visit  the 
island.  Spiritual  attention  is  given  by  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  various  denominations  who  visit  the 
island  at  regular  intervals. 

LABORATORY  OP  MICROBIOLOGY. 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  work  carried 
out  at  the  Laboratory  for  the  year  ended  30th 
June,  1931 : — 

The  total  number  of  specimens  received  num¬ 
bered  66,253,  a  decrease  of  2,446  on  those  of 
last  year.  This  decrease  was  due  to  a  great 


decline  in  the  number  of  rodents  (lor  the  plague 
bacillus)  received  from  the  Brisbane  City 
Council,  a  decrease  of  11,275.  There  is  a  very 
marked  increase — 8,708 — in  the  number  of  cul¬ 
tures  received  for  the  diphtheria  bacillus. 


The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the 
source  of  the  specimens  received  for  examina¬ 
tion  by  the  Laboratory: — 


Specimens  from — 

Medical 

Practitioners. 

Hospitals. 

Councils  and 

Institutions. 

Within  the  Brisbane  area  . . 

Outside  the  Brisbane  area . . 

94 

87 

4 

46 

11 

46 

Referring  to  the  number  of  rodents  examined 
— 28,293 — and  destroyed  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  and  Brisbane  City  Council,  4,840,  a 
decrease  of  11,347,  is  noted  on  that  of  last  year, 
and  since  the  efficiency  of  the  result  of  our 
examination  for  the  first  evidence  of  plague 
depends  largely  on  a  good  percentage  of  rats 
and  mice  from  the  areas  patrolled,  a  diminu¬ 
tion  is  regrettable. 

Plague. — The  number  of  rodents  destroyed 
during  the  year  shows  a  decrease  of  11,347.  Of 
the  28,293  received  all  were  examined,  but  no 
plague  infected  rat  was  detected. 

Rats  received  were  classified  as  follows: — 


Rattus  Rattus  Norvegieus  .  .  .  .  14,591 

Rattus  Rattus  Rattus  . .  .  .  .  .  2,]  64 

Rattus  Rattus  Alexandrinus  .  .  .  .  5,855 

Hydrornys  Leueogaster  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Unclassified  (very  young  rats)  . .  . .  4,387 

Mus  Museulus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,294 


Eight  rats  showed  the  presence  of  numerous 
acid-fast  bacilli  (rat  leprosy).  Special  atten¬ 
tion  was  paid  to  the  areas  from  which  these  rats 
were  found. 

Smears  from  rats  in  northern  towns  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination,  but  in  none  of  them  was 
the  plague  bacillus  present. 

Diphtheria. — The  item  in  which  the  largest 
increase  is  noted  is  that  of  diphtheria.  A  total 
number  of  17,062  specimens  was  handled 
during  the  year,  of  which  2,390,  or  14  per  cent., 
were  positive. 

Venereal  Disease. — There  is  an  increased 
number  of  specimens  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion. 

Of  the  Wassermann  Reaction  made,  572  were 
positive.  This  is  9-9  per  cent.,  as  compared 
with  9  per  cent,  last  year. 

Of  the  gonorrhoeal  complement  fixation  test 
made,  84  were  positive,  or  23-3  per  cent. 

Of  the  number  of  smears  examined  for 
gonococci,  1,057  were  positive. 

Of  the  specimens  submitted  for  spirochaeta 
pallida,  the  number  found  positive  wTas  a  per¬ 
centage  of  71*4. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  616  specimens  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli.  The 
percentage  of  positives  in  sputum  for  this  year 
was  24-1,  compared  with  25-6  last  year. 
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Leprosy. — The  specimens  .of  sera  submitted 
for  the  bacillus  leprae  numbered  1,019,  as 
against  614  last  year,  but  the  majority  of  these 
were  from  persons  suffering  from  the  disease — 
patients  of  the  Lazaret. 

Typhoid. — A  slightly  decreased  number  of 
bloods  was  examined  for  Widal’s  agglutina¬ 
tion,  and  the  number  positive  shows  a  percent¬ 
age  about  the  same  as  last  year.  The  number 
of  urines  and  faeces  shows  an  increase. 

Meningitis. — The  number  of  swabs  examined 
for  meningococci  show  a  considerable  increase, 
but  in  none  of  them  was  the  coccus  found. 

Vaccines. — Forty-three  specimens  were 
received  for  preparation  of  autogenous  vaccines. 
These  included  cultures,  sputa,  faeces,  and 
vaccines. 

Culture  Media. — A  very  considerable  amount 
of  culture  media  was  prepared,  being  equivalent 
in  volume  to  236,982  c.c.,  an  increase  of  over 
42,000  c.c.  on  that  of  last  year.  The  number 
of  swabs  and  cultures  forwarded  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  Health  Laboratories  at  Cairns, 
Townsville,  Rockhampton,  and  Toowoomba 
shows  an  increase. 

Miscellaneous. — The  number  of  miscellaneous 
specimens,  which  includes  milks,  waters,  ices, 
ice  creams,  urines,  &c.,  show  in  some  an  increase. 


Report  on  Specimens  Received  in  Laboratory 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1930-31. 


Examination. 

Health 

and 

Hospitals. 

Private 

Prac¬ 

titioners. 

Total. 

Diphtheria — 

Cultures 

13,753 

3,169 

16,922 

29 

Virulence  tests 

21 

8 

Direct  smears 

6 

5 

11 

Gonorrhoea — 

Smears 

9,720 

910 

10,630 

Blood 

358 

18 

376 

Cultures 

2 

2 

Urines 

2 

.  . 

2 

Syphilis — - 

Wassermann  reaction 

1,480 

583 

2,063 

Spirochieta  pallida 

31 

4 

35 

Typhoid — 

Widal  reaction 

48 

40 

88 

Urines 

89 

8 

97 

Faeces 

111 

11 

122 

Waters 

22 

,  , 

22 

Blood  cultures 

1 

i 

Vaccines- — • 

Cultures 

10 

22 

32 

Sputa 

2 

5 

7 

Fieces 

2 

,  , 

2 

Urines 

5 

1 

6 

Organisms — 

Smears 

1 

2 

3 

Cultures 

4 

6 

10 

Urines 

6 

10 

16 

Pleural  fluid 

1 

1 

o 

Sputa 

3 

5 

8 

Pus 

1 

1 

C.  S.  fluid 

4 

4 

Milk  (breast) 

1 

1 

Sausages  . . 

4 

4 

Pork 

1 

1 

Bovril 

2 

2 

Herrings  in  tomato  sauce 

2 

2 

Milk  . 

32 

32 

Smear  (anthrax)  .  . 

.  . 

1 

1 

Cultures  (Vincent’s  angina) 

.  . 

2 

2 

Report  on  Specimens  Received  in  Laboratory 
during  the  Year  1930-31 — continued. 


Examination. 

Health 

and 

Hospitals. 

Private 

Prac¬ 

titioners. 

To  al. 

Examination — • 

Water  (potability) 

39 

39 

Oysters 

13 

13 

Milk  (blood) 

3 

8 

11 

Sewage  samples  . . 

10 

10 

Fly-spray  .  . 

1 

1 

Milk  (count) 

325 

325 

Ice  cream  and  ices 

37 

37 

Water  (count) 

19 

19 

Vomitus  (abnormalities) .  . 

1 

1 

C.  S.  fluid 

2 

2 

Smear  (spermatazoa) 

.  , 

2 

2 

Soil  (ova)  .  . 

3 

3 

Urines  (pus) 

.  . 

4 

4 

Urines  (sugar) 

104 

104 

Urines  (albumen) 

104 

104 

Urines  (casts) 

2 

2 

Sterility — 

Bottles 

6 

6 

Disinfectants — - 

Coefficiency 

6 

.  . 

6 

Examination 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis — - 

Sputa 

196 

222 

418 

Milk 

189 

,  , 

189 

Pleural  fluid 

2 

1 

3 

Smears 

3 

,  , 

3 

Urines 

2 

.  , 

2 

C.  S.  fluid 

i 

i 

Faeces — 

Ova 

76 

48 

124 

Blood 

1 

1 

Abnormalities 

,  , 

2 

2 

Dysentery.  . 

1 

,  . 

1 

Tapeworm 

i 

1 

Filaria — - 

Urines 

,  , 

i 

1 

Blood  smears 

3 

i 

4 

Malaria — - 

Blood  smears 

7 

7 

Blood — 

Differential  count 

6 

7 

13 

Bashophilia 

2 

2 

4 

Anaemia 

3 

3 

Abnormalities 

.  # 

3 

3 

Typhus 

.  . 

2 

2 

Hodgkin’s  disease 

i 

1 

Leprosy — - 

Human 

948 

71 

1,019 

Rat 

8 

8 

Meningitis — 

C.  S.  fluid 

3 

1 

4 

Swabs 

234 

234 

Ringworm — • 

Hairs 

5 

1 

6 

Scarlatina. — 

Cultures 

7 

o 

7 

Identification — 

Worms 

1 

3 

4 

Insects 

2 

2 

Medico  -  Legal — ■ 

Blood  stains 

2 

,  , 

2 

Seminal  stains 

4 

4 

Animal  Inoculation — 

Milk  (T.B.) 

59 

59 

Totals 

28,164 

5,195 

33,359 
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Examination  of  Rats  and  Mice  for  Plague. 


Rodents  received  from — 

ltats. 

Mice. 

Total. 

Department  of  Public  Health 

903 

32 

935 

Brisbane  City  Council 

26,096 

1,262 

27,358 

Rodents  Destroyed  (not  Examined). 


Rodents  destroyed  by — 

Rats. 

Mice. 

Total. 

Department  of  Public  Health 

2,009 

2,009 

Brisbane  City  Council 

2,813 

18 

2,831 

Eat  Smears  Eeceived  during  the  Year. 


Maryborough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,091 

Bundaberg  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,283 

Gympie  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  671 

Maekay  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  -  391 

Ipswich  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..  1,163 

Port  Douglas  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


As  in  previous  years,  the  provisions  of  the 
Health  Acts  of  this  State  have  been  carefully 
administered. 

Sanitation,  as  well  as  food  control,  has  received 
adequate  attention,  whilst  Local  Authorities 
have  cheerfully  responded  when  called  upon  to 
carry  out  necessary  improvements. 

To  achieve  this  end  the  Government  has,  on 
request,  granted  loan  moneys  to  the  Councils 
where  funds  for  urgent  work  were  not  available 
out  of  revenue. 

The  fifth  session  of  the  Federal  Health  Council 
was,  during  the  period  under  review,  held  at 
Canberra,  F.C.T.,  which  was  attended  by  me  as 
the  State  representative.  Resolutions  were 
passed  concerning  food  and  drug  standards  and 
miscellaneous  matters  dealing  with  health  in 
general. 


Grand  total,  66,253. 


4,601 


Requisitions  received  during  the  year,  659. 


Cultures  and  swabs  supplied  to  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Laboratories  were  as  follows: — 


Cairns 

Townsville 

Rockhampton 

Toowoomba 


1,584  swabs  and  cultures 
2,304  swabs  and  cultures 
4,032  swabs  and  cultures 
5,544  swabs,  5,472  cultures 


Culture  Media  Prepared  in  the  Laboratory 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1930-31. 


Medium  prepared. 

No.  of  tubes 

Ordinary  Agar — 

Slopes  .  . 

371 

Stabs 

195 

Large  slopes  .  . 

146 

712 

Nutrient  Agar — Slopes 

•  • 

10 

Ordinary  Broth — 

Large  tubes 

14 

Ordinary  tubes 

578 

For  disinfectant  purposes  .  . 

260 

852 

Lemeo  Broth  (Glucose) — Litres.  . 

26 

Serum  Cultures — 

Oxserum  slopes 

34,395 

Oxserum  plates 

62 

Human  serum  plates  . . 

139 

34,596 

Blood  Agar  for  Gonococcus  and 

Meningococcus — Plates 

288 

Endo’s  Medium  for  B.  Typhosus 

and  B.  Coli — Plates 

1,463 

Sugars — 

Lactose 

435 

Saccharose 

225 

Mannite 

207 

Glucose 

284 

Salacin 

180 

Dulcite 

226 

Adonite 

60 

Glycerin 

105 

Arabinose 

54 

Maltose 

145 

Insulin 

35 

Sorbite  .  .  . , 

35 

Inosite 

40 

Laevulose 

60 

Amygdalin 

55 

Dextrin 

85 

Galactose 

40 

— 

2,221 

Treble  Lactose — Tubes 

125 

Methyl  Red  Medium — Tubes 
Sodium  Citrate — Tubes  .  . 

.  . 

45 

.  . 

65 

Brilliant  Green  Enrichment 

Medium — Tubes 

.  . 

522 

30  per  cent.  Glycerine — Tubes  .  . 

60 

Peptone  Water — Tubes  .  . 

.  . 

70 

2  per  cent.  Glucose  Broth — Tubes 

80 

41,135 


It  was  found  necessary  during  the  year  to 
amend  certain  of  the  Department’s  regulations, 
and  those  affected  were  the  following: — The 
Mosquito  Regulations,  Sanitary  Conveniences 
and  Nightsoil  Disposal  Regulations,  Poisons 
Regulations,  Food  and  Drug  Regulations,  and 
the  Milksellers’  Regulations. 

As  a  precaution  against  the  spread  of  disease 
through  the  possible  pollution  of  watercourses 
by  campers,  Camp  Regulations  were  gazetted. 
These  regulations  empower  a  Local  Authority  to 
set  aside  areas  as  suitable  sites  for  campers 
whereby  requirements  in  respect  to  sanitation 
will  be  safeguarded. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  mv  appre- 
tion  of  the  kind  co-operation  and  valued 
assistance  rendered  by  Dr.  Cilento,  Director  of 
the  Division  of  Tropical  Hygiene  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  Health  Department,  Queensland ; 
also  by  Dr.  St.  Vincent  Welch,  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Queensland. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Government  Analyst 
and  his  laboratory  staff  who  have,  as  in  the  past, 
rendered  very  material  assistance  in  the  matter 
of  food  samples  submitted  for  analysis.  To  their 
efficient  work  is  largely  due  the  successful  prose¬ 
cutions  brought  against  offenders  for  food 
adulteration. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  the  officers  of  the 
Crown  Law  Department  in  conducting  our 
prosecutions  and  assisting  with  legal  advice,  as 
well  as  to  th(>  staff  of  the  Police  Department, 
whose  valued  and  untiring  assistance  has  at  all 
times  been  so  willingly  rendered. 

It  affords  me  much  satisfaction  to  report  that 
all  my  sta,ff  have  performed  their  work  in  a 
highly  efficient  manner,  whilst  those  officers 
whose  duties  have  brought  them  in  personal 
contact  with  the  public  have  at  all  times  recipro¬ 
cated  in  preserving  the  good  feeling  extended  to 
them  in  the  exercise  of  their  official  duties. 

JOHN  COFFEY,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Commissioner  of  Public  Health. 
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Appendix  A. 

GOVERNMENT  CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 


Tlie  Commissioner  of  Public  Health, 
Brisbane. 


Brisbane,  17th  July,  1931. 


Sir, — I  have  the  honour  herewith,  in  accordance  with  section  31  of  11  The  Health  Acts, 
1900  to  1922,”  to  submit  a  report  of  the  work  done  for  your  Department  during  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1931. 


The  number  of  samples,  3,037,  analysed  during  the  year  was  again  a  record  year’s  work. 
The  following  table  summarises  the  position: — 

TABLE  I. 


Food  or  Drug. 

Total  Number  of 
Samples. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Beverages  and  cordials 

•  • 

•  . 

105 

76 

29 

Condiments  . . 

•  • 

27 

26 

l 

Confectionery 

•  • 

31 

27 

4 

Essences 

•  • 

16 

13 

3 

Fish  (preserved) 

•  • 

38 

22 

16 

Fruit  (preserved)  and  fruit  juices  . . 

•  • 

11 

8 

3 

Jam  and  honey 

•  • 

61 

61 

*  • 

Meat  and  vegetables 

60 

24 

36 

Milk,  fresh 

•  • 

1,973 

1,589 

384 

Spirituous  liquors 

•  • 

77 

49 

28 

Vinegar 

•  • 

15 

14 

1 

Wine 

•  • 

12 

11 

1 

2,426 

1,920 

506 

Drugs  and  medicines 

•  . 

.  , 

•  , 

52 

Soap 

14 

Water  and  sewage 

23 

Miscellaneous 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

522 

3,037 

Of  the  above  samples,  1,747  were  legal  samples  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Health 
Acts.  Of  these  samples,  1,354  samples  passed,  385  samples  failed,  and  8  samples  were  unfit  for 
analysis. 


The  number  of  legal  samples  of  milk  taken  was  1,638, 
districts  are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


and  the  results  obtained  in  various 


TABLE  II. 


Place. 

Number  of 
Samples. 

Passed  the 
Standard. 

Genuine  but 
below  the 
Standard. 

Deficient 
in  Fat. 

!  Adulterated 
with  Water. 

Average  Per¬ 
centage  of 
Added  Water. 

Sour. 

Brisbane 

1,104 

877 

103 

100 

23 

8 

1 

Coolangatta 

10 

10 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

Gympie 

13 

13 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

•  . 

Ipswich 

35 

24 

6 

2 

3 

7 

Mackay 

82 

62 

3 

13 

•  • 

*  • 

4 

Manly  and  Wynnum  . . 

20 

17 

3 

.  * 

• . 

.  . 

Maryborough  . . 

16 

16 

•  • 

.  . 

• . 

•  . 

Redcliffe 

14 

11 

2 

1 

•  • 

Rockhampton  . . 

60 

35 

7 

11 

7 

5 

Sandgate 

30 

9 

14 

6 

.  . 

• . 

i 

Southport 

19 

17 

1 

1 

•  . 

•  • 

Toowoomba 

184 

171 

4 

7  f 

2 

7 

Townsville 

25 

22 

1 

2 

12 

Various 

26 

20 

1 

3 

12 

2 

1,638 

1,304 

143 

143 

40 

8 

8 

C 
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It  will  be  seen  that  79*6  per  cent,  of  the 
samples  were  genuine  and  complied  with  the 
standard,  8-7  per  cent.  Avere  genuine  but  slightly 
below  the  standard,  8-7  per  cent,  were  deficient 


in  fat,  2-5  per  cent,  were  adulterated  with 
water,  and  0-5  per  cent,  unsuitable  for  analysis. 
The  following  table  shoAvs  the  position  over  the 
last  five  years: — 


TABLE  III. 


Year. 

Number  of 

Legal  Samples. 

Percentage 
Deficient  in  Fat. 

Percentage 

AVatered. 

Average  Percentage 
of  Added  Witcr. 

■■y  yf 

1926-27  . 

941 

5-3 

5-5 

.  •-  A-  ■ 

14 

1927-28  . 

732 

4-9 

4-4 

7 

1928-29  . 

715 

8-8 

11-9 

11 

1929-30  . 

1,414 

1,638 

6'4 

6-5 

9 

1930-31  . 

8-7 

2-5 

8 

'  ;y  iC  :  • A?  *  *-.v. 

'  :V  ,:•/ 

There  has  been  a  very  marked  change  for  the 
better  in  the  proportion  of  Avatered  milks,  the 
proportion  being  the  loAvest  yet  recorded.  This 
result  is  probably  partly  due  to  the  increased 
supervision  and  partly  due  to  the  good  season 
and  the  consequent  good  supply  and  low  price 
paid  by  the  vendors.  The  proportion  of  samples 
deficient  in  fat,  and  therefore  deficient  in  the  , 
important  vitamins,  is  still  too  high.  With  such 
a  good  season  it  must  have  resulted  either  from 
the  cream  being  separated  from  the  milk  or  from 
failure  to  strip  the  rich  final  portion  from  the 
udder. . . 

Of  31  samples  of  cabbages,  each  sample  repre¬ 
senting  ,a  consignment  ,  appearing  to  have 
arsenate  of  lead  on  it,  only  two  samples  Avere 
found  free  from  that  poison,  the  other  29  show¬ 
ing  from  3  to  20  grains  per  cabbage.  Attention 
Avas  called  to  this  matter  in  the  annual  report 
two  yeprs  ago.  The  position  was  worse  during 
he.  latter  part  of  this  fiscal  year,  showing  that 
the  groAvers  have  taken  little  notice  of  the  warn- 
;  rigs' Issued.  Arsenic  and  lead  are  both  poisons 
which  cause  chronic  poisoning  as  well  as  acute 
poisoning,  and  cases  of  chronic  poisoning  must 
be  occurring  from  the  large  number  of  cabbages 
and  cauliflower^  heavily  contaminated  with  the 
double  poison  which  are  being  sold  to  the  public. 

The  use  of  sulphite  preservative  in  mince 
meat,  so  much  used  for  childreq  and  invalids,  is 
still  in  evidence.  With  cold  storage  available 
everywhere  there  is  no  excuse  for  this  breach 
of  the  regulations. 

Despite  the  Ioav  price  growers  received  for 
oranges,  during  the  year  17  samples  of  orange 
beverages  contained  less,  generally  much  less, 
than  the  minimum  5  per  cent,  of  orange  juice 
required  to  be  present. 


tain  vinegar.  Samples  of  the  vinegar  were  found 
to  contain  7  grains  of  zinc  acetate  to  the  fluid 
ounce.  Investigation  showed  that  the  vinegar 
had  been  made  in  a  galvanised  iron  container. 
One  shipment  of  35  cases  of  sardines,  each  case 
containing  100  tins,  was  in  apparently  sound 
condition.  On  opening,  the  interior  of  the  tins 
showed  distinct  corrosion  of  the  tinned  surface, 
and  analyses  of  the  sardines  showed  from  4  to 
13  grains  of  till  per  pound.  The  shipment  was 
destroyed,  In  connection  Avith  the  prohibition 
of  the  use  of  lead  paint  on  certain  surfaces 
Avithin  the  reach  of  children,  25  samples  of  paint 
scrapings  were  tested.  All  contained  much  more 
than  the  prescribed  limit  of  5  per  cent,  of 
soluble  lead. 

Among  the  miscellaneous  samples  Avere  beer- 
pipes  and  beer-hose  (12),  insecticides  (9),  soup 
powders  (7),  paint  scrapings  (25),  human  hair 
(13),  and  urine  (304).  The  samples  of  human 
hair  were  in  connection  Avith  suspected  arsenical 
poisoning  cases,  and  those  of  urine  were  in  con¬ 
nection  with  cases  of  suspected  lead  poisoning 
among  children.  - r  ■ 

In  connection  with  the  administration  of  the 
dangerous  drugs  section  of  the  Poisons  Regu¬ 
lations,  21  exhibits  were  examined  in  relation 
to  11  cases.  In  9  eases  prosecutions  resulted, 
and  in  all  cases  convictions  were  obtained,  result¬ 
ing  in  fines  and  costs  of  £229  7s.  It  is  note¬ 
worthy  that  in  spite  of  the  very  high  prices 
charged  to  addicts  for  cocaine,  nearly  all  the 
samples  seized  were  adulterated,  such  materials 
as  Avheaten  flour,  boric  acid,  aspirin,  acetanilide, 
and  others  being  used  to  increase  the  bulk  of 
the  cocaine. 

Yours  faithfully, 


-An-unusual -ease-was  investigated  of  several 
persons  becoming  sick  after  partaking  of  a  eer- 


J.  13.  HENDERSON, 

Government  Analyst. 


t 


Price; 
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By  Authority  :  Frederick  Phillips,  Government  Printer,  Brisbane. 


